
 
 

 
   

            
                                                                            
  
HAVEN CHIMES!  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR – by Juhee Lee 

My beloved Haven family, 

I am so grateful that you all remain healthy during COVID-19. 

Many things have changed after COVID-19 hit our society. And things are also changing after 
people get vaccinated in our community. Following CDC guidelines, the Haven Church Council has 
decided to remove our COVID-19 restrictions during worship since all attendees of our worship 
service are fully vaccinated. Wearing a mask and social distancing are still recommended, but they 
are not required. You may use your discretion. Your cooperation for the last year is very much 
appreciated. 

As you know I have been here at Haven for two years. As of July 1st, my ministry will be very busy 
because I have another flock (Cornerstone of Faith UMC in Coventry) to take care of and share my 
energy with. So, I need your prayer and support. I will continue to do my best to do our ministry at 
Haven and encourage you to join our ministry. As I often say, “I cannot do our church ministry 
alone, but I can do it with you under God’s providence.” So far you have done very well, and I hope 
we can continue to do it joyfully.  

With my whole heart, I will keep praying for God’s help for our ministry and God’s peace for your 
souls. In particular, I ask God to prepare me and strengthen my soul to do His ministry in both 
churches. Lately God has restored and healed my soul through gardening. As soon as spring came, 
I started gardening as my spiritual practice. All I do is put a dry seeds into the ground, then God 
takes care of their growth.  

Sometimes, pastors become weary because they cannot see the visible growth in their ministry as 
quickly as they expected. It requires a lot of patience and endurance. So, pastors need the 
congregation’s support and trust which become their energy. They also need God’s encouragement 
and provision for doing His ministry. 

Through gardening, I am often amazed by God’s ability to grow plants and nurture life. Although 
we are doing our ministry with our whole heart, it is God who leads and works before us. We 
cannot do God’s ministry with own strength, but only with God’s guidance, help, and providence. I 
believe God has nurtured and grown Haven UMC and will continue to guide us.  

Let us trust in God’s guidance and providence. Let us joyfully work for God together.  

                          

Peace,         

 Pastor Juhee Lee 
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June 1, 2021 

Beloved in Christ:  

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

As we journey in the season of Pentecost, we are constantly reminded of the power of the Church of the 
Pentecost, where they devoted themselves “... to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
the bread and prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

Understanding that all of these are vital to any church, may I lift up one of the four: fellowship.  

Confession time: Recently my eyes were opened, my heart was stimulated, and my mind challenged when I 
read about someone I had aspired to be like, a person who modeled for me the humility of Christ. 

Her name was Ruth. When I knew her, as a child in India, Ruth was staying in church-owned living quarters 
because of her poverty and social status. She always kept her house clean, always smiled at others, and was 
always kind! 

During the tamarind season she would pit the tamarind by hand and she was excellent at it. As children 
growing up we would marvel at her gift and ask her, “Ruthakka (the respectful way to address an older 
person), how much tamarind have you pitted today?" Her answer was always, “Nothing.” She was so humble 
she would not brag about her gifts. 

It is only recently that I read something about Ruth written by her grandson in a scholarly magazine*: 

“Early in the morning in the 1930s [a missionary from Europe in India] must have been surprised to 
find a panic-stricken woman carrying a small baby begging for refuge after having fled her village 
where her husband had been killed in a land dispute by members of the family, who in the fear of her 
life and that of her small child, ran through the forest with no possessions to the one place where she 
knew help could be had. In the due course, she was baptized ‘Ruth’ and the baby ‘David’” 

As I read this story about Ruth, now several years after her joining the Church Triumphant, my lamenting 
questions are: 

What impact would there have been on confirmands if the pastors of my hometown church had brought 
Ruth to one of the confirmation classes to share her marvelous faith story? 

What impact would there have been upon the parishioners to witness the success of the Church’s mission in 
rescuing refugees like Ruth fleeing their homes due to poverty and the selfishness of their landlords?  

What impact would have been upon our young seminarians, hearing about the courageous vision of the 
missionary not only rescuing Ruth, but giving her and her son the baptismal names of Ruth and David, great 
names with great Biblical heritage? 

David, by the way, grew up to be a supreme organist who played in one of the leading cathedrals of the 
Church of South India and a professor par excellence in English literature. 

In the context of this powerful story, claiming one the vitalities of the Church of the Pentecost, fellowship, 
may we ponder the following questions prayerfully, acting upon our answers in this Pentecost season and 
beyond: 

 
                                                                

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

• When we say our church is a place of fellowship, is it just limited to our friends, cliques, or those 
who are familiar to us? 

• Does our Christian fellowship include taking the time to talk to people like Ruth, who are humble 
yet who have a powerful story to share; one that might deepen our faith and enlarge the 
horizons of God’s mission? 

May our fellowship enlighten us to bring people like Ruth into our midst so that their gifts and graces 
may strengthen our Church’s witness.  

May God our Creator, Christ our liberator, and the Holy Spirit our guide help us to re-envision the Church 
of the Pentecost in the midst of our fears, challenges, and hopes. I commend to you this prayer by Jan 
Richardson for your use in your churches this Pentecost Season (below).   

Please keep our forthcoming Annual Conference session in your daily prayers so that we may have a 
Holy Spirit-filled, Jesus Christ-loving, Creator God-glorifying Holy Conference. 

In Christ's love,       

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust,  
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world. 

*Taken from J. Jayakiran Sebastian, “Neither Fellowship or Patience, nor Toleration or Acceptance: 
Believing, Belonging, Luther, the Jews and Questions on Contemporary Nationalism," in Seminary Ridge 
Review, Vol. 20, No. 1, Autumn 2017, p. 4. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Pentecost: This Grace That Scorches Us 

Reading from the Book of Acts, Day of Pentecost: Acts 2.1-21 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, 

as the Spirit gave them ability. 

—Acts 2.3-4 

If we didn’t know it before, we surely know it now, as the second chapter of Acts 
unfolds: this is no tame God who comes to us, no safe and predictable deity. This is 

the God whose loving sometimes takes the form of scorching. 

Before he left, Jesus told his friends he would send them the Advocate, the 

Comforter. Now we see this Comforter coming as wind, as flame, reminding us that 
comfort is not always comfortable, for it makes itself known in community, where 

we find the most searing challenges—and the deepest blessings—we will ever know. 

 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=174297948


 
 

 
 

This Grace That Scorches Us 
A Blessing for Pentecost Day 

 
Here’s one thing 

you must understand 
about this blessing: 

it is not 

for you alone. 
 

It is stubborn 
about this. 

Do not even try 
to lay hold of it 

if you are by yourself, 
thinking you can carry it 

on your own. 
 

To bear this blessing, 
you must first take yourself 

to a place where everyone 
does not look like you 

or think like you, 

a place where they do not 
believe precisely as you believe, 

where their thoughts 
and ideas and gestures 

are not exact echoes 
of your own. 

 
Bring your sorrow. 

Bring your grief. 
Bring your fear. 

Bring your weariness, 
your pain, 

your disgust at how broken 
the world is, 

how fractured, 

how fragmented 
by its fighting, 

its wars, 
its hungers, 

its penchant for power, 
its ceaseless repetition 

of the history it refuses 

to rise above. 

 

I will not tell you 

this blessing will fix all that. 
 

But in the place 
where you have gathered, 

wait. 

Watch. 
Listen. 

Lay aside your inability 
to be surprised, 

your resistance to what you 
do not understand. 

See then whether this blessing 
turns to flame on your tongue, 

sets you to speaking 
what you cannot fathom 

 
or opens your ear 

to a language 
beyond your imagining 

that comes as a knowing 

in your bones, 
a clarity 

in your heart 
that tells you 

 
this is the reason 

we were made: 
for this ache 

that finally opens us, 
 

for this struggle, 
this grace 

that scorches us 
toward one another 

and into 

the blazing day. 
 

—Jan Richardson 
from Circle of Grace: A Book of 

Blessings for the Seasons 
 
Credit: “© Jan Richardson. 

janrichardson.com.” 



 
 

 
 

 
God of Justice  By: James Banks 

 
June 1, 2021 

I trust in your unfailing love. Psalm 13:5 

Today's Scripture: Psalm 13  (NRSV) 

1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long? How long shall my 
  enemy be exalted over me? 
3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 

                4 and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 

                6 I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

She was perhaps the greatest “scapecow” in history. We don’t know if her name was Daisy, Madeline, or 
Gwendolyn (each name has been suggested), but Mrs. O’Leary’s cow was blamed for the 1871 Great 
Chicago Fire that left every third resident of the city homeless. Carried by strong winds through wooden 
structures, the fire burned for three days and took the lives of nearly three hundred people. 

For years, many believed the fire began when the cow knocked over a lantern left burning in a shed. After 
further investigation—126 years later—the city’s Committee on Police and Fire passed a resolution 
exonerating the cow and her owners and suggesting the activities of a neighbor warranted scrutiny. 

Justice often takes time, and Scripture acknowledges how difficult that can be. The refrain, “How long?” is 
repeated four times in Psalm 13: “How long, Lord ? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your 
face from me? How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart? How 
long will my enemy triumph over me?” (vv. 1–2). But in the middle of his lament, David finds reason for faith 
and hope: “But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation” (v. 5). 

Even when justice is delayed, God’s love will never fail us. We can trust and rest in Him not just for the 
moment but for eternity. 

Reflect & Pray 

In what ways has God shown you His unfailing love? How will you demonstrate trust in Him today? 

Loving God, help me to trust You even when I can’t see what You’re doing. I’m thankful I can rest in Your 
goodness and faithfulness today. 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 

The lament psalm is a prominent type in the Hebrew psalter. In such a psalm, the singer pours out the pain of 
his heart to God with a candor that’s sometimes alarming. Psalm 13 is a perfect example of a lament, as it 
carries what Old Testament scholar Dr. David Lamb says are its five basic components. First is the 
invocation, where the singer addresses God Himself (v. 1, “Lord ”). This is followed by the complaint (vv. 1–2, 
“How long?”), then the request for help (vv. 3–4, “Look on me and answer”). All these components would be 
expected in a lament, but a proper lament psalm contains two more vital elements—a declaration of trust (v. 
5, “I trust in your unfailing love”) that’s resolved in a call to worship (v. 6, “I will sing”). Lament drives us to trust 
in God and anticipates a time when the sting of pain is replaced with praise. 

Bill Crowder 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Rev. Ju-sam Ryang is called the Asbury of Korea because he played an 
important role in unifying the two Methodist denominations of Korea. Photo 
courtesy of the General Commission on Archives and History; graphic by 
Laurens Glass, United Methodist Communications. 
 

 
In celebration of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, 
Ask The UMC remembers two pioneering Koreans in Methodist history. 
 

The Rev. Ju-sam Ryang, the "Asbury of Korea,” became the first Korean Methodist 
bishop. Photo courtesy History & Information Service of the Korean Methodist Church. 

 
Ju-sam Ryang (1879-1950?) — First Ordained Korean Pastor and First 
Bishop 

The Rev. Ju-sam Ryang is called the “Asbury of Korea” because he played an 
important role in unifying the two Methodist denominations of Korea and 
became the first Korean Methodist bishop. 

Ju-sam Ryang was born on January 25, 1879 in Pyung-An province. He became interested in the church 
through reading books by American missionaries. In 1901, he entered a mission school of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, in Shanghai, China, and was baptized by Principal Rev. Parker. 

After graduating, he settled in San Francisco in late 1905 and served as an assistant pastor at a Korean 
church. In 1910, he entered seminary at Vanderbilt University. While in seminary, he was ordained a deacon, 
becoming the first Korean clergy ordained in the Methodist Church. After graduating, he studied further at 
Yale University Divinity School. 

In 1915, he returned to Korea and became the first Korean professor at Union Theological Seminary (the 
current Methodist Theological University) to study in the United States. 

The Rev. Ryang was a passionate evangelist. He organized 150 churches and was responsible for the 
conversion of thousands of new Christians. 

In 1927, there was a joint movement toward union of the Korean missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Led by Rev. Ryang and Bishop Herbert Welch, this movement 
resulted in the formation of the Methodist Church of Korea in 1930. The Rev. Ryang was elected the first 
bishop of the Korean Methodist Church. 

During the Korean War, he served as the president of the Red Cross. When North Korean troops invaded the 
South in 1950, he was captured at his office and taken to the North where he was martyred. 
 

 
Esther Kim Pak is one of several women influenced by Methodist women 
missionaries who became pioneers in medicine and education in Korean society. 
Photo by Rosetta Sherwood Hall (circa 1900), Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 

 
Esther Kim Pak (1876-1910) — First Korean Methodist Female 
Doctor 

Esther Kim was born into a poor family in Seoul in 1876. At the time, 
education and medical care for women were limited. However, 
traditional social norms for women were changing, and Esther Kim 
Pak became a pioneer as a woman in the medical field. 

 



 
 

 

 

Kim’s father worked for the Rev. Henry Appenzeller, an American Methodist missionary. Through 
the Rev. Appenzeller, he learned about the school for girls opened by the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society (WFMS) of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Esther entered the Ewha School, 
the first Western school for Korean girls, at the age of 11. 

While in school, she converted to Christianity and was baptized by the Rev. Franklin Olinger, 
another Methodist missionary. She was given the name "Esther" at her baptism (her birth name was 
Kim Jum-dong). 

After graduation, she served as a translator for American physicians at Korea's first hospital for 
women only, founded by Mary F. Scranton with the support of the WFMS. Though at first she was 
hesitant about serving as an assistant surgeon, she was greatly moved when she saw Dr. Rosetta 
Hall operating on and fixing a cleft palate, a condition thought at the time to be untreatable. Kim 
determined to study medicine and help people suffering from diseases. 

She married Pak Yu-san at the age of 17, arranged by Dr. Hall. They were the first couple to hold a 
Western wedding ceremony at the church in Korea. 

She moved to the United States with her husband and became a student at the Women's Medical 
College of Baltimore in 1896. While she was studying, her husband worked on a farm to support 
her, but he died of tuberculosis three weeks before her graduation. 

In 1900, she returned to Korea and became the first Korean woman physician. She treated more 
than 3,000 patients in the first 10 months after arriving home and continued to practice medicine for 
10 years. She died of tuberculosis on April 13, 1910, at the age of 34. 

Esther Kim Pak was the first of several Korean women influenced by Methodist women missionaries 
to become pioneers in medicine and education in Korean society. 

Ask the UMC: What is Aldersgate Day?  

 

A plaque erected in Aldersgate Street, London, by the Drew Theological 
Seminary of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Madison, N. J., marks 
the probable site of John's Wesley's now famous moment of spiritual 
revelation. Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  
 

Aldersgate Day is celebrated on May 24 (or the Sunday 
closest) to commemorate the day in 1738 when John Wesley 
experienced assurance of his salvation.  Wesley reluctantly 
attended a group meeting that evening on Aldersgate Street in 
London.  As he heard a reading from Luther's Preface to the 

Epistle to the Romans, he felt his "heart strangely warmed."   Wesley wrote in his journal that at about 
8:45 p.m. "while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt 
my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was 
given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death." 

Charles Wesley only a few days before had also had a conversion experience in a building that still stands 
on an adjacent block (John Bray's house on Little Britain). We do not know whether the building where 
John Wesley's experience took place still exists, nor exactly in which building on Aldersgate Street it may 
have been if it still stands. A monument at the London Museum on Aldersgate Street marks where some 
believe the building may have been.  

Over time, Aldersgate Street has been shortened by common Methodist usage to simply Aldersgate. The 
word has come to represent both the place and John Wesley's experience. 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications. 

 



 
 

 
 

Healing 
Guatemala 

 
(Last week we had a Cataract Camp at Bethesda.) 

(All of the surgeries and attention at the Camp were 
free of charge. Thank you so much for your prayers 
and donations.) 

 
(We attended about 350 patients, and performed 
114 cases of surgeries (106 cases of cataract and 8 
cases of pterygium).) 

 
(It was such a blessed moment when we could share 
the joy of the Holy Spirit.) 

 
(Sarai, 27 years old could regain not only her 
physical sight but also her self-esteem.) 
 
 

As we are waiting for the joy of the Resurrection, I am so 
happy to share the joyful news of Healing Guatemala this 
month. First of all, our Cataract Camp which was held from 
March 22 to March 26 at Bethesda was an amazing feast 
where the Holy Spirit was dancing among His people who 
also enjoyed the joy of the Spirit. With the help of three 
Guatemalan volunteer ophthalmologists (Dr. Edgar, Dr. 
Vicky, and Dr. Marco) and the volunteers including our 
medical scholarship students we could serve about 350 
patients, and performed 114 cases of surgery (106 cases of 
cataract and 8 cases of pterygium). 

It was such a blessing to witness those who regained their 
vision! One of them burst out in tears of joy while holding her 
daughter who also burst into tears for it had been four years 
since she lost her sight. One of them was dancing and 
raising his hands in the air out of joy for his mother who 
regained her sight! Sarai, 27 years old, used to have low self-
esteem due to the appearance of her eye with the cataract 
which she thought looked so strange; so, she would not have 
eye contact with others. However, with the surgery at the 
Camp, she gained not only her physical sight but also her 
self-esteem! May all of the patients who regained their 
eyesight at the camp also regain their spiritual sight so that 
they may see the will of God in their journey of life always! 

All of the procedures and attention at the Camp were free of 
charge. Local private eye clinics charge about 800-1000 US 
dollars for a cataract surgery which is almost two months of a 
teacher’s salary in Guatemala. God sent many of His angels 
to make the Camp happen. We had donations of 16,025 
dollars for the Camp, and we spent approximately 12,000 
dollars. The remaining fund will be used towards the next 
cataract camp which will be held about August this year. 
Thank you for your prayers and donations. If you would like 
to make a donation for the next cataract camp, your 100 
dollars can give new sight to a patient. Also, we need several 
items of equipment for the next camp, such as another 
surgical microscope, two biometric scans, a bovie cautery, 
etc. Please pray for the patients who received their new sight 
at the Camp as well as for the next camp. 

Secondly, the roof construction of Bethesda is making huge 
progress. By the end of this week, we will complete the 
construction of the surrounding walls of the mini chapel area. 
And the metal roof structure will be installed on the cement 
walls in the next week. Until now, the work to make metal 
structures was done at the welder’s shop. Though the work 
of the metal structure was a little behind schedule, we are 
advancing step by step.  

The reason why we need the roof construction is because 
there were leaks when it rained. We have had the leak 
problem for over five years. We had a situation at the 
Cataract Camp last week. Usually a dry season lasts until 
May in Guatemala; but a week ago, we had rain for three 
days, which was very unusual. While our surgeons were 
performing surgeries, water leaked through the ceiling of the 



 
 

 
 
 

 
(Don Pedro who gave thanks to the Lord, 
repeating "I can see clearly!) 

 
(Dona Antonia burst out in tears of joy while 
holding her daughter who also burst into tears for 
it had been four years since she lost her sight.) 

 
(Feet of a patient who were waiting for a surgery. 
Poor Guatemalans could not afford a surgery, for 
it cost 800-1000 us dollars, which is almost two 
months of a teacher's salary in Guatemala.) 

 
(We plan to have a next Cataract Camp about 
August this year. Please keep praying for the 
Camp.) 
 

surgery room. Water drops fell right next to the patients which 
should not happen in the surgery room because of infection risk. 
The roof should be put on before the beginning of the rainy season 
which typically starts in May. 

To complete the roof construction, we need your prayers and 
donations. Each step of the construction, the Lord has always sent 
abundant funds, and I do believe that He will continue to touch the 
heart of His angels. What we need to do are: an installation of the 
metal roof structure, a purchase and installation of OSB panels 
(about 20,000 USD), a purchase and installation of asphalt 
shingles (about 20,000 USD), a resurfacing job (about 20,000 
USD), and windows (about 15,000 USD). The rest of the 
construction, such as floor, bathrooms, electricity, drywalls, doors, 
ceiling, etc.) can wait for it will not be affected by rain. Please 
consider your donations in prayers. 

Thirdly, as for the scholarship program we have good news and 
heart aching news. The good news is that we were able to match 
all 20 new scholarship students this year to his or her donor! 
Hallelujah! Although the covid 19 pandemic makes students face 
really tough situations to study, due to almost zero computer or 
internet service for our scholarship students, I am so proud of our 
scholarship students who are doing their best to study! Each donor 
will embrace his or her student in his or her heart and continue to 
pray for the student. 

The heart-breaking news is that we have 16 dropouts this year. 
Some of them went to Guatemala City to find a job, some to the 
US to make money. Some of them got married, and some just did 
not want to study for they feel like they won’t get a chance for it to 
make a difference in their life in the future. It broke my heart. I 
visited the houses of the dropouts to try to change their minds as 
well as their parents’. Two among 16 changed their minds; but 
most of them already had left their home. To those who got 
married, just like Dominga who is only 17, yet decided to get 
married, although it made my heart heavy, I did not have much to 
do other than to congratulate and to bless her new family. The 
pandemic acts disproportionately cruel to the poor. Most of the 
dropouts live in a house made of tin sheets with dirt floor. Please 
keep lifting up our children in your prayers.  

Lastly, this month we could reach out to about 150 families with a 
bag of grains. The current covid situation in Guatemala is very 
bad. The Health Department warns of a third wave of the 
epidemic, and daily new cases are about 1000 to 1200 cases. The 
covid is not far removed; but, it is so close to us. Already 7 families 
of Bethesda employees’ or medical scholarship students got covid. 
Vaccination has begun only to health workers due to the donations 
of Israel and Indian governments. Our Bethesda family is waiting 
for the vaccination. The poor families in Guatemala continue to 
struggle. Although there is no economic shut down, most of the 
families experienced drastically reduced income due to the 
prolonged pandemic, and are living a harsh reality. Please keep 
praying for Guatemala.  

In His peace. Pastor Luke.  

To get more information; healingguatemala.org or facebook.com/luke.rhyee 



 
 

 

 

                            
(The construction of the surrounding walls          (From next week, the metal structure            (Bethesda needs her roof for it has leaks 
of the mini-chapel area were almost                    of the roof will be installed.)                           when it rains. Last week, when our  
completed.)                                                                                                                                 surgeon performed a surgery at the Camp, 
                                                                                                                                                    the water leaked through the ceiling, for it 
              raining. The roof should be put in before 
              the rainy season which starts in May. 

                 
(We need your support desperately for the         (Please consider your donations in              (We have new 20 scholarship students this 
installation of the metal structure of the roof,       prayers.)                                                       year who are all matched! Hallelujah!) 
the installation of OSB and asphalt shingles,  
etc. The picture shows our welder team.) 

                               
(However we have a heart aching news.            (I visited the houses of the dropouts,            (Luis changed his mind to continue to  
This year we have 16 dropouts. Dominga          but most of them already had left                  study. His dream is to be an accountant.) 
in the picture dropped out at second year          their home. 
middle school. She got married.)  

                                               
(A 24 years old single mom,         (In March we could reach out     (Please keep lifting our friends     (The poor families in Guatemala 
Guadelupe. She could earn          to about 150 families with a        in Guatemala in your prayers.)     continue to struggle.) 
about 5 dollars a day selling         bag of grains.) 
candies on street.) 
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Join the bishop on Holy Land pilgrimage 2022 — 2 

 
 
 

 

Connected is a publication of the New Eng- 
land Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. This monthly insert is designed put 
Conference news directly into the hands of 
our local church members. 

Find more at www.neumc.org. 

 
 
 

Annual Conference begins June 10 
This year’s Annual Conference 

will take place online from June 10 
to 12 with half-day sessions and spe- 
cial afternoon and evening events 
(See the schedule at right). 

Preparing 

You an prepare for the session by 
reviewing the Pre-Conference Mate- 
rials. These materials include annual 
reports from boards and agencies, 
proposed legislation and the 2022 
proposed budget for the Confer- 
ence. 

You can find a free PDF of the Pre- 

Conference Materials online at 

www.neumc.org/ 

preconferencematerials 

Two Pre-Conference Conversations 

are planned as well one on May 25 

on the disaffiliation process and an- 

other on May 27 on other legislation 

and the budget. 

You will be able to watch recordings 

of those events on our website. 

www.neumc.org/news 

Participating 
Those who are not voting members 
can follow the events via the live 
stream and reporting on our web- 

 

site at www.neumc.org/news 

You are also invited to donate to the 

2021 AC offerings through our web- 

site. Offerings will be taken for: 

Mission of Peace — a yearly journey 

of discovery and shalom for HS stu- 

dents. 

Ministerial Call Fund — supports 

continuing education grants for cler- 

gy. 

Memorial Fund — honors those 

who have died since we last met 

Justice in Our Time Fund — set up 
by the UM Foundation to support 
anti-racism work. 

AC 21 schedule 
Those who are not voting members 
of Annual Conference will be able to 
follow events via live stream to our 
YouTube channel: New England Con- 
ference UMC . 

Wednesday, June 9 
Clergy Session 

 
Thursday, June 10 
9 a.m. Opening Worship/Episcopal 
Address 
Business Session 
1:30 p.m. Memorial Service 
7 p.m. Laity Session 

 

Friday, June 11 
9 a.m. Worship/Laity Address 
Business Session 
1 p.m. Recess 
7 p.m. State of the Church Report, 
Retirement Celebrations, Licensed 
Local Pastor recognition, Awards 

 

Saturday, June 12 
9 a.m. Opening Worship with the 
2021 Ziegler Preacher 
Business Session 
1 p.m. Recess 
4 p.m. Commissioning /Ordination 

 
The schedule (which is subject to 

change) can be found at 

www.neumc.org/agenda 
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Conference Resource Days 

Mark your calendars ... 
These online Conference Resource Day events bring 
experts to you. Learn more about www.neumc.org/ 
training 

 

Sept. 25, 2021 — Pastor Liz Magill — hosted by Green 
Mountain District. Magill is the author of Five Loaves, 
Two Fish, Twelve Volunteers and will talk about grow- 
ing relational ministries in our communities. 

 

Nov. 13, 2021 — "Waiting For God" with Lawrence 
Jay, executive director of NEAC’s Rolling Ridge Retreat 
and Conference Center. Learn more about these events and watch for new 

offerings at www.neumc.org/training 
 

 
 

Join the 2022 Holy Land Pilgrimage 
Join Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar on a spiritual pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land from Feb. 14-24, 2022. Clergy and laity are 
welcome and encouraged to register! Visit Bethlehem, Jeru- 
salem, Galilee, Cana, Jacob's Well, Nazareth, the Mount of 
Olives, and more. Prices start at $3,098 per person. 

 

Learn more about the trip and sign up at www.neumc.org/ 
holy-land On that page you will also find a link to stories 
and photos from the 2020 Holy Land pilgrimage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: The Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem. At left: The 

city of Jerusalem seen from the Mount of Olives. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bible Quiz: The Trinity 

 

1. Which is an accurate statement of the Christian 
doctrine of the Trinity? 
o There are three true Gods: the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 
o The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are different 

aspects or persons of the one true God. 
o The Son and the Holy Spirit are the servants of God 

the Father. 
o The Son is the servant of God the Father, and the 

Holy Spirit is the servant of the Son.  

2. Who said, "Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit"? 
o Jesus only 
o Paul only 
o Peter only 
o Jesus, Paul and Peter 

3. To whom was Jesus speaking when He said, "I tell you the truth, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 
and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born 
again'"? (NIV) 
o Mary Magdalene 
o Peter 
o Pontius Pilate 
o Nicodemus 

4. True or False? The Holy Spirit and the Holy Ghost are 
the same. 
o True 
o False  

 

 
Bible Quiz: Mothers of the Bible 
1. This mother had her first and only child at age ninety. 

o Eve 
o Rachel 
o Rebekah 
o Sarah 

2. This mother tricked her blind husband into giving his 
dying blessing to the wrong son. 
o Hagar 
o Leah 
o Rachel 
o Rebekah 

 

 

 
3. This mother's son grew up to be king of Israel. 
o Abigail 
o Bathsheba 
o Michal 
o Tamar 

4. This mother's firstborn son was a murderer. 
o Esther 
o Eve 
o Hagar 
o Sarai 

5. This mother's son was sold into slavery by his 
brothers. 
o Hagar 
o Leah 
o Rachel 
o Rebekah 

6. This mother was visited by the angel Gabriel. 
o Elizabeth 
o Esther 
o Mary 
o Ruth 

7. This mother's son said, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near!" 
o Elizabeth 
o Miriam 
o Hannah 
o Priscilla 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Answers can be found on the next to the last page. Quiz 
taken from The Christian Bible Reference Site,  
www.christianbiblereference.org 



 
 

 
 

 

When a Client 

Becomes the Host 
April 14, 2021 | By Heather Mistretta  hmistretta@gnjumc.org 

 

“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been 
making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 
things grow. The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded 
according to their own labor.” 1 Corinthians 3:6-8 

For the past 20 years, St. Patrick’s Day has brought back some fond memories for Rev. Ricardo Ramos, 
and not just because it’s his birthday. 

“They played “Danny Boy” for me and clapped and then said, ‘you’re one of us,” said Ramos as he 
recalled his three years spent at Kearny UMC where in 2000, he became the church’s first non-English 
speaking, first non-Anglo pastor. “There were so many differences between us, but I said, let’s find a way 
to communicate, and we did!” 

Throughout his 60 years of life, Ramos has been doing his best to communicate with others by building 
bridges of trust and digging deep into his creative toolbox to find ways to reach his neighbors or make 
strangers his friends…even if it means acting like you’re Irish for a day. 

Now in 2021 as the pastor for both Trinity and First UMCs (FUMC) in Bridgeton where more than half of 
the population is Latino, the Puerto Rican native who started the first bilingual services in the Cumberland 
County church, said, “I find myself on a new journey, learning about new journeys, cultures and families.” 

In February Ramos hosted the first clinic for the newly-formed Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON) of 
Delaware Valley, a ministry of hospitality that welcomes immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers as 
neighbors by providing affordable, high-quality immigration legal services, engaging in advocacy for 
immigrants’ rights and offering education to communities of faith and the public. 

Sitting at the table that day at FUMC, he realized that without legal help, most of the people on the other 
side of the table would likely face ICE detention and then be deported one unexpected day, whether it 
was after spending a long day working in the blueberry fields or while making a long drive to a court 
appearance. 

JFON’s main goal is to go where the immigrants work and live to eliminate the risk associated with travel. 
Even though New Jersey is a sanctuary state, detainees are often held for longer than the legal limit of 36 
hours. 

“I have a heart for the mission with immigrant communities,” said Ramos. 

That day in Bridgeton was rewarding and impactful as JFON clients were counseled on how to navigate 
the legal system, but it also brought back memories from about 15 years ago when he was on the other 
side of the table at an immigration clinic hosted by the New York JFON. 

The Delaware Valley chapter hadn’t been formed yet. In fact, it wasn’t even in the planning stage, but he 
needed help for his Bolivian wife and daughter. So they trekked into New York City seeking counsel. 

“I remember it well. I was welcomed there not only because I was UMC clergy, but because I needed help 
for my family,” said Ramos who added that less than a year later both his wife and daughter were U.S. 
citizens. 

 



 
 

 

Ramos’s original journey began in the same city about 40 years after his grandparents and parents had 
emigrated to the United States in the 1920s. 

“I was born in New York City in a Jewish hospital on St. Patrick’s Day,” Ramos said with a laugh. Shortly 
thereafter, his parents returned to Puerto Rico where Ramos was raised. 

In the late 1980s, Ramos traveled to La Paz, Bolivia, where he spent 12 years as a missionary. It was 
here where he met Rina who would become his wife. They adopted their daughter, Alejandra and then 
later Gina. 

“I was a stranger in Bolivia, but the country embraced me. I’ll never forget how good that felt,” said Ramos 
(who later made a second trip to the South American country in 2015 as a General Board of Global 
Ministries missionary, working and leading in a local orphanage). 

In the 1990s, he returned to Puerto Rico for several years before leaving again for the United States to 
study ministry at Drew Theological School. 

With his calling and education in hand, he served as a local church pastor in Kearny, Elizabeth, Perth 
Amboy and Linden, where he continued to witness immigration issues that he struggled to fix. 

“I was frustrated that I couldn’t provide them support,” said Ramos. “Now I see again how God works 
miracles. I’m finally really able to help them.” 

Tom Lank, Northeastern Jurisdiction Volunteers in Mission Coordinator, is grateful for Ramos’ dedication 
and insight. For Ramos, he is relishing the opportunity to pay it forward. At First UMC, he has been 
building a tight-knit community that celebrates birthdays together and lends a helping hand wherever one 
is needed. Now they have yet another reason to reach out a hand. 

“The clinic went very well,” said Lank. “We were able to serve 12 families and had 15 volunteers engaged 
throughout the day working on hospitality, intake, translation, document scanning and as attorneys (via 
Zoom).” 

With plans to host a clinic each month, JFON Delaware Valley currently serves southern New Jersey, but 
they will expand to include the underserved rural immigrant communities in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern Shore in the next several months. 

When asked what a perfect world in God’s eyes looks like, Ramos said, “It’s a world where every person 
can be welcomed and embraced as children of God, where everyone receives the same grace and has a 
seat at God’s table.” 

More information can be found at JFON-Delaware Valley. 

The cracked pot 

A water bearer in China had two large pots, 

each hung on the ends of a pole which he 
carried across his neck. One of the pots had a 
crack in it, while the other pot was perfect and 

always delivered a full portion of water. At the 
end of the long walk from the stream to the 
house, the cracked pot arrived only half full. 

For a full two years this went on daily, with the 
bearer delivering only one and a half pots full 
of water to his house. Of course, the perfect 

pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect 
for which it was made. But the poor cracked 
pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and 

miserable that it was able to accomplish only 
half of what it had been made to do. 

After two years of what it perceived to be a 
bitter failure, it spoke to the water bearer one 

day by the stream. "I am ashamed of myself, 
because this crack in my side causes water to 
leak out all the way back to your house." 

The bearer said to the pot, "Did you notice 
that there were flowers only on your side of 
the path, but not on the other pot's side? 

That's because I have always known about 
your flaw, and I planted flower seeds on your 
side of the path, and every day while we walk 

back, you've watered them. For two years I 
have been able to pick these beautiful flowers 
to decorate the table. Without you being just 

the way you are, there would not be this 
beauty to grace the house." 

 



 
 

 
 

 

How do you hear God 
speaking? 
by Pastor Laquaan Malachi 

 

Listening for God requires steps in faith 

 

I have often been asked, “How do you hear God’s 
voice or God speaking?” or similarly, “How do you 
know when what you are feeling is God and not 
something else?”  

These questions are hard and I fear that there is no one answer or set of steps to provide you with. 
In the modern world, many Christians and non-Christians sometimes feel unsure about things in our 
faith that can seem supernatural. To a person who was not socialized as a Christian growing up, 
believing in a man who walked on water, drove out demons, and raised people along with Himself 
from the dead seemed like a lot to swallow. I often think those of us who have long been Christians 
sometimes overlook the unbelievable nature of our faith. With this in mind, you can see how absurd I 
might seem to people when I say that I believe that God speaks to me. When it comes down to it, the 
only way that I know to get better at listening to God is to practice.  

Taking a step in faith 
I wish I could make it rational, but I recognize that it is not. However, in my view, the entire concept 
of faith is mostly irrational. While I do believe that we should be reasonable in our interpretation of 
scripture, I also understand that faith is not based in reason, nor do I believe it should be. In my 
experience true and meaningful faith always requires us to make a leap. In this case, the leap of 
believing what we can’t explain or make logical sense of.  

It is okay if you can’t make perfect sense of scripture, faith, and the specifics of what you believe. 
Believing in intangible things can make you feel insecure and silly. It may even cause people to 
slightly ridicule you.  

Religion is marred by its reputation, particularly in America, and so it can be hard for people to 
believe in a faith that is associated with the harmful acts of its institutions and professing members; 
let alone believe in such a way to make sense of or peace with the less than normal acts within 
scripture.  

Our faith does not exist in a vacuum. One could reasonably look at some Christians and politicians 
and conclude that people pretend that God speaks to them for financial and political gain. It's a fair 
observation. When you see the pain that someone causes in the world and they say that God told 
them to do it, you are right to be skeptical. We have seen what happens when people follow those 
who claim to be listening to God.  

The most famous example is Jim Jones. Claiming to be led by God, he took a large group of people 
to South America. It ended in a mass suicide, sparking the subtly cruel joke about “drinking the Kool-
aid”. Sadly, this is not the only example of its type. This makes this topic all the more touchy, and a 
lot less clear. I don’t take that lightly but ultimately it comes back to faith and practice. 

Stepping out on faith, when it makes no practical sense, is a difficult and scary thing. The only way to 
be sure is to try. It’s like the trust fall exercise that many of us did in school or summer camp. When 
you close your eyes and fall backwards you are acting on the faith that your peers will catch you. 

 



 
 

 

 
Discerning God's voice 
Discernment is the same way. Dr. Martin Luther King said that faith is like going up a staircase when 
you can’t see the next step. Personally, I have found that the only way to build the courage to act on 
faith is to repeatedly act on faith. You have to take the next step even if you can’t see it or don’t know 
where it will leave you. 

As much as we rationalize it, faith always involves an element of uncertainty. When I feel that God is 
calling me to say something, it can feel like my bones are on fire until I do or say what I feel called to. 
Ask other believers and they may tell you something different. This is not a one size fits all scenario.  

If you are personally struggling with discerning whether or not God is speaking to you, I would 
consider that a good thing even if it gives unease; it should. Over and over in the Bible, the people 
whom God spoke to and through never saw it coming. Moses told God that God must have picked 
the wrong person because he had a speech impediment.  

Even now, I still feel uncertain but I trust God. I have seen the presence of God in my life many times 
over by now. I have had a lot of practice trusting God, often because I didn’t have much choice. 
When my back was against the wall and my stomach was empty it was my faith in God that kept me 
from quitting. After trusting God in some of my worst circumstances it became easier to trust God 
again.  

God speaking to us doesn’t need to be a major thing. Maybe God is 
calling you to reach out to a neighbor or friend. Or maybe God is calling 
you to make sandwiches for those in need or volunteer at a local shelter. 
God is a part of every fabric of our lives in both large and small ways. In a 
sense, many of us are already listening to God even if we don’t recognize 
it.  

Pastor Malachi is a licensed local pastor in the Minnesota Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. He was born and raised in Bennettsville, South Carolina but he 
currently resides in Minneapolis. He attended undergrad at Francis Marion University 
and seminary at Candler School of Theology. Malachi is currently the pastor of North 

United Methodist Church (4350 Fremont Ave N.) He has a passion for people and justice. Pastor Malachi is also an 
author, poet and spoken word artist whose work often includes themes surrounding justice and/or mental health. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Pray For… Frontline Workers ~ Those affected by COVID-19 ~ All veteran’s dealing with PTSD, 
addiction, physical injuries ~ John Bentz ~ David ~ Manny Fernandes ~ Brian Higgins ~ Raymond Smith ~ Lisa ~ 

Heidi Bentz ~ Matt ~ Robert Fernandes, Sr. ~ Amelia ~ Mila ~ Jimmy ~ Emily Bentz ~ Amy Bentz ~ Jean James ~ 

Mary ~ Steve & Debbie Bentz ~ Mike & Ellie Pickering ~ Kenny ~ Delores August ~ Steve Robinson ~ Angell 
Rodrigues ~ Joseph Thomas ~ Rev. Julia Doutaz ~ David ~ Andrew Anguita ~ Mike M. ~ Marge Lavoie ~ Paul ~ 
Bert Dorrance ~ Rev. Emmalou Kirchmeier ~ Joan Chase ~ Joanne ~  Jamie & family ~ Kurt ~ Deborah ~ Ginny 
Melo ~ Sue Dorrance ~ Alex Holt ~ Justin Johnson ~ “Winkie” Chrystie ~ George Glover ~ Michael Tonry ~ David 
Springer ~ Teachers, students and staff 



 
 

 

 

 

United Methodist 
hymn's 'sweet, 
sweet Spirit'-filled 
origins     
By Crystal Caviness 

 
 United Methodist hymn no. 334, "Sweet, 

Sweet Spirit," was inspired when Doris 
Akers, legendary gospel music songwriter 

and choir director, insisted her choir spend 
more time praying. Photo by Steven Kyle 

Adair at Glendale United Methodist 
Church, Nashville, Tenn.  

 
One choir director’s insistence that her singers weren’t prayed up enough resulted in a beloved United 
Methodist hymn, “Sweet, Sweet Spirit.” 

On a Sunday morning in 1962, the story goes, Doris Mae Akers would not dismiss the choir members, feeling 
that they needed to spend more time praying before entering the worship service. 

“You are not ready to go in,” she is quoted as saying, when discussing the origin of no. 334 in “The United 
Methodist Hymnal.” 

As was the custom, Akers, director of the Sky Pilot Choir in Los Angeles, prayed with choir members before 
every performance, asking God to bless their songs. 

This particular morning, she asked her choir members to pray again. As they fervently prayed, she hesitated 
to stop the impromptu prayer meeting, although the pastor was waiting on them before starting the service. 

“Finally,” Akers recalled, “I was compelled to say to the choir, ‘We have to go. I hate to leave this room and I 
know you hate to leave, but you know we do have to go to the service. But there is such a sweet, sweet Spirit 
in this place.’” 

The phrase stayed with Akers and she wrote the hymn the next day.  

The refrain, “Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,” was inspired by Matthew 3;16-17, Akers said. The 
scripture, about Jesus’ baptism, reads, “he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
him; And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (KJV) 

An instant hit 

“Sweet, Sweet Spirit” was added to the “The United Methodist Hymnal” in 1989, immediately becoming a 
favorite, according to Dr. C. Michael Hawn, University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Church Music at 
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University.  

“For many congregations, it became a staple during the greeting time in worship,” he notes. “Because it is 
easily memorized, the song is often played and sung as parishioners shake hands and embrace others 
gathered for worship.” 

The hymn also is popular during Pentecost, Hawn points out.  

From A.M.E. church to global stage 

By the time Akers wrote and published “Sweet, Sweet Spirit,” the Missouri native who grew up in the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, had been writing and recording gospel music for 15 years. In 1948, 
she formed the Simmons-Akers Trio, which recorded on several labels, including RCA Victor. In 1957,  



 
 

 
 
she released her first solo album, “Sing Praises Unto the Lord.” The next year, Akers and her friend, 
Mahalia Jackson, co-wrote, “Lord, Don’t Move the Mountain,” which sold more than 1 million records. 

It was during the late 1950s that Akers started the Sky Pilot Choir, a racially-diverse choir that made 
numerous radio and television appearances, in addition to performing regularly at Los Angeles churches. 
The group recorded several albums and garnered a large following. Akers continued recording and 
performing across six decades, affiliating in the 1990s with the Gaither label and being featured on Bill 
Gaither’s gospel videos “Old Friends, Turn Your Radio On” and “Precious Memories.” 

'Miss Gospel Music' 

Akers, who was known as “Miss Gospel Music,” repeatedly was honored for her contributions to the 
genre. She was named Gospel Music Composer of the Year in 1960 and 1961 by the Gospel Music 
Association. In 1992, the Smithsonian Institute honored Akers as “the foremost black gospel songwriter 
in the United States.” She was posthumously inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 2001 and, 
in 2011, into the Southern Gospel Music Hall of Fame. 

Akers died on July 26, 1995, at the age of 72, in Minneapolis, where she was serving as minister of 
music at Grace Temple Deliverance Center. 

Crystal Caviness works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. Contact her by email or at 
615-742-5138. 

 

Is communion simply a ritual of remembrance? 
 
Eucharist is shared during the morning prayer held in the chapel of Sarum 
College during the 2016 Wesley Pilgrimage in England. Photo by Kathleen Barry, 
United Methodist Communications.  

 

 

Holy Communion includes a profound act of remembrance that recalls the 
last supper Jesus had with his disciples. But it is more than just a ritual of 

remembering. It is primarily an act through which our connection with God, each other and our life of ministry in 
the world is nourished and strengthened. 

This Holy Mystery describes what we believe and practice in the sacrament: “Holy Communion is 
remembrance, commemoration, and memorial, but this remembrance is much more than simply intellectual 
recalling. ‘Do this in remembrance of me’ (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25) is anamnesis (the biblical 
Greek word). This dynamic action becomes re-presentation of past gracious acts of God in the present, so 
powerfully as to make them truly present now. Christ is risen and is alive here and now, not just remembered 
for what was done in the past.” 

In the ritual, the prayer of Great Thanksgiving intentionally rehearses the entirety of God’s saving acts in 
history from creation to God’s covenant with Israel, through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. And in this 
prayer, we seek the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon us and the gifts of bread and wine we bring. 

When we receive the bread and wine so “we may be for the world the body of Christ redeemed by his blood,” 
we are remembering. At the same time, we are also re-membered, put back together again. We pray that we 
may be “one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world.” God’s work of making us 
one and uniting us with Christ and with each other is the ordinary way by which God feeds us, sustains us and 
empowers us to live as Christians in the world. 

In communion, we do remember the saving work God has already done in the world and is doing today. And 
we anticipate God’s future for the world and all creation. We’re partners with God in creating this future. We are 
strengthened and transformed by the presence of Christ in the bread and wine to respond to God’s love by 
loving God and others. 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications. 



 
 

              

Quiz Answers – The Trinity 
1. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are different aspects or persons of the one true God. In Christian belief, God the 
Father is the creator and sustainer of the universe. He is creator (Genesis 1:1), purely spiritual (John 4:24), all-powerful 
(Genesis 18:13-14). God is love (1 John 4:8-16).  Jesus Christ, Son of God the Father, came to us in human form for our 
salvation (1 John 4:8-12, John 8:19, 10:30). The Holy Spirit is the counselor, helper and comforter (Romans 5:5, John 15:26, 
16:13-15). The Holy Spirit is, in a way, the emissary the Father and Son have sent to us. The Father and Son speak to us, guide 
us, and send us Their love via the Holy Spirit. The doctrine of the Trinity is never mentioned in the Bible. It is the Church's way 
of reconciling the Old Testament teaching that there is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4) with New Testament teachings about 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
2. Jesus only. Matthew 28:16-20. Some churches follow these verses and baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Others follow Acts 2:38 and baptize in the name of Jesus Christ.  
3. Nicodemus. John 3:5-7. Jesus was speaking to the Pharisee Nicodemus, who had come secretly at night to visit Him. The 
references to water, spirit and being born again have perplexed and divided Christians. Some believe it means we must have 
our sin washed away by the water of baptism and be spiritually regenerated by the Holy Spirit. To others, being born again 
means making a decision to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior. Regardless of the interpretation, this passage implies the need for a 
spiritual birth or awakening that is distinct from our physical births. 
4. True. The original Greek version of the New Testament used the term Pneuma to Hagion. It literally means "the Holy Wind," 
and it conveyed the idea of the breath of God as invisible and immaterial but powerful. The old King James Version of the 
Bible usually translated this into English as "Holy Ghost." However, the word "ghost" has now taken on the meaning of a 
disembodied soul and is often thought of in connection with Halloween. So modern Bible versions use the term "Holy Spirit" 
instead. 
 
Quiz Answers – Mothers of the Bible 
1. Sarah. Genesis 17:15-19. When Abraham was one hundred and Sarah was ninety, they became the proud parents of Isaac. 
2. Rebekah. Genesis 27:2-35. Rebekah schemed to trick Isaac into giving his dying blessing to Jacob instead of his older twin 
Esau.  
3. Bathsheba. 1 Chronicles 3:1-9. Bathsheba was the wife of King David and mother of King Solomon. 
4. Eve. Genesis 4:1-8. Cain was jealous that God looked with favor on his brother Abel's offering, but not on his. Cain attacked 
Abel and killed him. 
5. Rachel. Genesis 30:22-24, 37:28. Joseph was Jacob's favorite son, and the first son born to his favorite wife, Rachel. Joseph's 
brothers were jealous of the favor Joseph received from their father. They plotted to kill him, but ended up selling him into 
slavery. They then conspired to convince Jacob that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. 
6. Mary. Luke 1:26-33. Gabriel gave Mary the good news that she would be the mother of Jesus. 
7. Elizabeth. Luke 1:57-60, Matthew 3:1-2. Elizabeth was the mother of John the Baptist. 
 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 


