
 
 

 
   

            
                                                                            
  
HAVEN CHIMES!  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR – by Juhee Lee 

My beloved Haven family, 

Autumn is coming! This means it is time to review our ministry for the past year and plan for next 
year's ministry as we prepare for our annual church conference. I will be meeting with each 
committee to prayerfully consider each one’s plans. 

While reviewing our ministry, I am so proud of the Haven family! Haven is continually incredible 
at living as examples of God's love with our neighbors when many churches are still closed 
because of Covid-19. We helped those less fortunate in our community experience the message 
of the gospel through our ministry. 

But do you know what? I have struggled between church renewal and/or sharing the gospel 
because it is difficult for me as a pastor in a small church to let go of the temptation to focus on 
church growth. 

I often think that it would be great if those who benefit from our church’s ministries attended our 
church. But, at the same time, I know the theory of "give and take" is not appropriate for sharing 
the gospel. When Jesus was a friend of the oppressed, the poor, the sick, and the sinners, he 
helped them experience liberation from their predicaments. He did not force them to believe in 
him. 

Instead, they believed in him through the experience of the gospel in their lives. 

When people come to the church because they have a need, sharing what we have is a blessing 
in itself. We do not sell the gospel. We do not demand that they come to church in exchange for 
sharing what we have. Our ministry is the gospel of God's love for those in need. Church growth 
will take place through work of the Holy Spirit as God wills. 

Sharing the gospel happens by being faithful witnesses of the love of God to the world, not by 
obtaining numerical growth in the church. 

My beloved Haven family, let us keep trying to be faithful witnesses by sharing the good news 
with the marginalized and being satisfied with living the gospel itself. Then, I am sure our God will 
take care of the rest of our ministry. Pray for our church and for me. I Love You All!! 

Peace,         

 Pastor Juhee Lee 

 

 

Joan E. Klein, Editor  

Mission Statement:  
We are a haven for those who would seek to know God better while spreading the love of Jesus Christ. 

October 2021 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

October 1, 2021 

Beloved in Christ:  

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

In my last three letters, I shared highlights of our United Methodist Covenant as presented by the 
late Bishop Joseph Yeakel, in which he stated:  

“I’d like to belong to a Church that’s just like what we’ve agreed to be in our covenants.  
I’d like to be a United Methodist!  
I’d like to be part of a Church that’s conciliar ...    
I’d like to be a part of a connectional Church, where we stay at The Table ...    
I’d like to be part of an itinerant Church ...   

  ...  I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church ... 1 

This month, I would like to comment on “... I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church ... ” 2   

Expounding on this, Bishop Yeakel said: 

“I have no problem with identifying who's to blame. I really don't. I do have a problem not 
knowing who might be blamed among many. The identification of those who fulfill the 
episcopal role of living out the Church's constitutional authority and of making tough but fair 
decisions in the sending process doesn't bother me. And having been sent and having been a 
sender, I believe it is a faithful expression of the Gospel.” 3 

Of all that Bishop Yeakel said, this is the most difficult for me to reflect upon, particularly as a 
bishop. Fearing that whatever I say on this point would appear self-serving, I started reading books 
and articles on the episcopacy written by various scholars. 

I was above all drawn to a book by Bishop James K. Mathews titled Set Apart to Serve: The Role of 
the Episcopacy in the Wesleyan Tradition, in which Bishop Mathews concludes by sharing a 
quotation from the late Bishop Gabriel Sundaram, who said: 

A successful or faithful bishop is not selfish and does not use [his/her] authority to secure   
material benefits for [himself/herself] or [his/her] family. [He/She] is modest, and does not 
parade [his/her] position or use excessive episcopal regalia. [He/She] is fearless and does not 
make decisions to mollify people. [He/She] does not encourage flattery. [He/She] is just. 
[He/She] is not revengeful. [He/She] is willing to take advice from people and is a good 
listener. [He/She] has the intelligence and vision to plan for the development of the various 
departments of the church. [He/She] does not take upon [himself/herself] too many burdens 
and shares responsibility with others ... [He/She] is interested in world evangelism and a 
world church. [He/She] is a deeply devoted [person] and has time for Bible study and prayer. 
[He/She] works and prays hard for evangelism. [He/She] is the Chief Pastor of [his/her] area.4  

Bishops Mathews and Sundaram provide excellent ethical and spiritual guidelines that apply not 
only to the office of Bishop, but to any Christian servant leader — lay or clergy. 

 
                                                                

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

These principles are grounded in the values Jesus preached. Remember his words in “The Sermon on 
the Mount” when he said, “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by 
them” (Matthew 6:1). Thus, this last highlight of our United Methodist Covenant applies to all of us. I 
invite you to take these principles to heart.  

As Bishop Yeakel and other bishops have shared about the episcopacy, a bishop cannot fulfill his or 
her episcopal responsibilities faithfully in the present age if he or she does not embrace the words of 
the wise Bishop Augustine of Hippo, who said: 

"For you I am a bishop, but with you I am a Christian. The first is an office accepted; the 
second is a gift received. One is danger; the other is safety. If I am happier to be redeemed 
with you than to be placed over you, then I shall, as the Lord commanded, be more fully your 
servant." 5 

This invitation to aspire to humility also applies to all of us. Our calling, whether bishop, clergy or lay, 
is to be Christian. Let us remember that in the final analysis, we are siblings together in Christ.  

So, beloved in Christ, journeying together as pilgrim people, may we pray for God to grant all of us 
the power, courage, and grace to be the people God wants us to be for such a time as this in our 
global community as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ for the glory of God, filled with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

In Christ's love,       

 
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
 
1 Bishop Joseph H. Yeakel’s Episcopal Address, Journal of the Fifteenth Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, pp 66-67. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid, p. 67. 
4 James K. Mathews, Set Apart to Serve: The Role of the Episcopacy in the Wesleyan Tradition. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1985, p. 305. 
5 Bennett J. Sims, Servanthood: Leadership for the Third Millennium. Boston: Cowley Publications, 1997, p. 3. 

 

Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust, 
we will boldly proclaim Christ to the world. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
CHANGING OUR PARADIGM OF EXPERIENCE  

"So Moses thought, 'I will go over and see this strange sight-why the bush does not burn up.'" Exodus 3:3 

Have you ever heard someone say, "God doesn't work that way? He would never do that." Well, there 
are times when God chooses to confound the foolish in order to change our paradigm of experience. 
Moses had never seen a bush that burned but did not burn up. It got his attention and it drew him to God. 

When Jesus appeared on the water in the middle of the night during a storm, the disciples exclaimed, 
"It's a ghost!" They had never seen a man walk on water. This led to a great miracle-Peter walked on the 
water, too. When Jesus asked Peter to catch a fish and get the coin from its mouth to pay their taxes, 
you can imagine what Peter must have thought about those instructions. When Moses got to the Red 
Sea, he ran out of options. God had an unexpected solution to the Israelites' problem-He parted the Red 
Sea to demonstrate His power and allow the people of Israel to cross over to flee the Egyptian army. 

Each of these new paradigms was a stepping-stone of an encounter with God so that the individual 
would experience God in a new way. God used these times to enforce the principle that His ways are not 
our ways. Whenever we try to predict that God will act in a certain way, He changes the paradigm to 
keep us from becoming our own little gods. 

Have you ever been guilty of judging someone for an experience they've had that you've never had? Did 
you dismiss it as extreme or something not of God? God is in the business of changing our paradigm 
from no personal experiences to God-experiences. However, if you operate on a level of rigid logic, you 
may never have the privilege of having the God-experiences. Keep your heart free to experience new 
paradigms with God today.. 

TGIF, Today God Is First. Copyright © 2016 by Os Hillman. All rights reserved. www.MarketplaceLeaders.org 

    
 
 
 
 
 

Please Pray For… Frontline Workers ~ Those affected by COVID-19 ~ All veteran’s dealing with PTSD, 
addiction, physical injuries ~ John Bentz ~ David ~ Manny Fernandes ~ Brian Higgins ~ Raymond Smith ~ 
Lisa ~ Heidi Bentz ~ Matt ~ Robert Fernandes, Sr. ~ Emily Bentz ~ Amy Bentz ~ Jean James ~ Mary ~ Mike 
& Ellie Pickering ~ Kenny ~ Delores August ~ Steve Robinson ~ Angell Rodrigues ~ David ~ Andrew 
Anguita ~ Mike M. ~ Marge Lavoie ~ Paul ~ Bert Dorrance ~ Rev. Emmalou Kirchmeier ~ Joan Chase ~ 
Joanne ~  Jamie & family ~ Kurt ~ Deborah ~ Ginny Melo ~ Sue Dorrance ~ Alex Holt ~ “Winkie” Chrystie 
~ George Glover ~ Michael Tonry ~ David Springer ~ Teachers, students and staff ~ Bob Mason ~ Lemuel 
Fuller ~ Rebecca Cummins ~ Karen Miller 



 
 

 
 
                                

                                         What’s Your Name? By: Mike Wittmer 

 
October 1, 2021 

I will also give that person a white stone with a new name written on it. Revelation 2:17 

Today's Scripture: Revelation 2:12-17 (NIV) 
12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:  
These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 13 I know where you live—where  
Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, not even  
in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives.  
14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold to the teaching  
of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and  
committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the  
Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the  
sword of my mouth. 17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the  
one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone  
with a new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it. 

Someone said we go through life with three names: the name our parents gave us, the name others give 
us (our reputation), and the name we give ourselves (our character). The name others give us matters, as 
“a good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold” (Proverbs 
22:1). But while reputation is important, character matters more. 

There’s yet another name that’s even more important. Jesus told the Christians in Pergamum that though 
their reputation had suffered some well-deserved hits, He had a new name reserved in heaven for those 
who fight back and conquer temptation. “To the one who is victorious, I will give . . . a white stone with a 
new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it” (Revelation 2:17). 

We aren’t sure why Jesus promised a white stone. Is it an award for winning? A token for admission to the 
messianic banquet? Perhaps it’s similar to what jurors once used to vote for acquittal. We simply don’t 
know. Whatever it is, God promises our new name will wipe away our shame (see Isaiah 62:1–5). 

Our reputation may be tattered, and our character may be seemingly beyond repair. But neither name 
ultimately defines us. It’s not what others call you nor even what you call yourself that matters. You are 
who Jesus says you are. Live into your new name. 

Reflect & Pray 
How does your reputation match up against your character? How well is your character reflecting who you 
are in Jesus? 

Father, I believe I am who You say I am. Help me to live as Your child. 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The letter to the church at Pergamum (Revelation 2:12–17) is the third of seven that Jesus dictates to 
John. These letters serve as specific messages to individual churches that then introduce the more 
general message of the remainder of the book of Revelation. All these churches were located in Asia 
Minor (modern-day Turkey) and were in an area heavily served by Paul during his missionary journeys. In 
most of the letters, each church is given a list of commendations for their faithfulness as well as a set of 
criticisms for their shortcomings. For Pergamum, the commendations are found in verse 13, where Jesus 
acknowledges their difficult environment (where Satan dwells) and their faithfulness—even in the face of a 
member of the assembly being martyred. They were criticized for their allowance of those who promoted 
false teaching, idolatry, and immorality. Because the possibility for divine discipline exists, Jesus lovingly 
calls them to repentance. By: Bill Crowder 



 
 

 

 

What is happening with the Aldersgate Dam? 
In March of 2018, the Lake Aldersgate Dam sprung a leak! 

Over the course of a few days, the water level dropped more than 6 feet. After 
contacting the town Emergency Management and the Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management, we were informed that the dam 
needed structural repairs.  

In November 2018, culvert repairs were completed with funds from the 
Inspiring Minds Capital Campaign. A new PVC spillway culvert was installed, 

replacing a damaged steel culvert. 

The lake level was kept low to encourage the concrete to cure; however, 
the low water level exposed previously underwater sections that also 
needed repairs. In March 2019, a concern area started leaking and the 
water level dropped considerably. A hole was identified as the source of 
the leak and debris was cleared.   

A sandbag cofferdam was put in place to hold the majority of the lake and 
reduce pressure on the compromised dam walls.  The spillway wall was reinforced and all holes were 

repaired. At this time, the cofferdam is still in place and campers were able 
to enjoy the lake for Summer 2019 & 2021. However, the cofferdam is 
nearing the end of its expected lifespan and a  permanent repair is needed. 

We applied for funding through The Champlin Foundation and received a 
grant of $175,000 to begin construction. Leadership donors have pledged 
$50,000 towards the project.  

However, we need your help to ensure Lake Aldersgate continues to be a 
safe space for future generations of Camp Aldersgate campers to swim, boat, and fish! Make a donation 
today to help repair our dam and keep Lake Aldersgate as a sacred space for the next 100 years. 

Thanks to many generous donors we hit our goal! 
Thanks to the contributions of many Aldersgate supporters, Lake Aldersgate will continue to be the 
heart of Aldersgate, available for all campers to continue to form important memories. We're 
counting down the days until the construction begins on the new dam and will be sharing progress on 
social media. Follow Aldersgate on Facebook for progress updates.  

Thank you for your continued support of Aldersgate! 

Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Ctr., 1043 Snake Hill Road, North Scituate, RI 02857 United States 



 
 

 
 

Program preaches that real men respect women 
By Jim Patterson  Sept. 22, 2021 | NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UM News) 

 

 

 

Domestic violence rates increased more than 8% as lockdowns were 

ordered during the COVID-19 pandemic. United Methodist Men and the 

YWCA of Nashville and Middle Tennessee collaborated to develop the 

AMENDing Through Faith program designed to help change harmful 

attitudes about women. Photo by Ronny Perry, United Methodist 

Communications. 

 

 

What is a real man? 

“Guys should not cry,” Bob Pickett said. “Anger equals strength. Guys who are physically weak aren’t as 
good as other men. Men should always be able to provide for their family, and a good job proves your 
masculinity.” 

Catching on yet? 

Pickett, who heads the United Methodist Men ministry in the Rappahannock River District in Virginia, is 
reeling off some assumptions that can lead to trouble in men’s relationships. 

Such attitudes can cause misunderstandings and even tragedy. Examining them is part of 
the AMENDing Through Faith program, developed to combat domestic violence by United Methodist 
Men and the YWCA of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. It is available nationally. 

Domestic violence in the U.S. went up 8.1% after lockdowns were ordered during the height of the 
coronavirus pandemic, according to the National Commission on COVID-19 and Criminal Justice. It’s 
feared that the resurgence of the coronavirus could cause that to happen again. 

“We want good men that will stand against this construct that it’s acceptable in some way (to belittle or 
physically strike women),” said Gilbert Hanke, the outgoing top executive of United Methodist Men. “It’s 
just wrong. It’s not what our faith teaches.” 

Steve Nailor, president of the United Methodist Men Foundation, led an AMEND class. 

“The interesting thing that caught our guys’ attention was when I told them that one out of four women 
will experience domestic violence in their lifetime,” he said. “And one of four women will experience 
sexual assault or abuse before the age of 18.” 

The AMEND program also points out that youth who witness domestic violence are more likely to 
attempt suicide, abuse drugs and alcohol, run away from home, become child victims of human 
trafficking and commit sexual assault crimes themselves. Also, three women die each day at the hands 
of a man who says he loves her. 

AMEND began after Hanke was invited to meet with YWCA officials about six years ago. YWCA leaders 

said they wanted to address domestic violence with men, who most often are the abusers.   

Hanke, along with the YWCA, the Rev. Rick Vance (director of the UMM’s Center for Men’s Ministries) 
and others, pulled together the AMEND program. 

 

https://www.amendtogether.org/amending-through-faith
https://www.gcumm.org/
https://www.gcumm.org/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/domestic-violence-covid-19-increase-us-ncccj-study/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/hanke-looks-back-at-um-men-tenure
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/united-methodist-men-takes-on-domestic-violence


 
 

 

 
             

Gilbert C. Hanke speaks during an interview earlier this year in his                                              
office at the United Methodist Men agency in Nashville, Tenn. Hanke, along 

with the YWCA, the Rev. Rick Vance, director of the UMM’s Center for Men’s 
Ministries, and others, helped create the AMEND program six years ago. 

Photo by Mike DuBose, UM News. 

 

“We did a couple of them online, and they worked, but not nearly 
as well,” Hanke said. “The impact was not as strong with many of 
the guys as when we did it face to face.” 

The program has been done with college students, including a local university basketball team.  
“We met with them for eight weeks and at first they said, ‘We don’t do this.’ Then it got to the point 
somebody said that’s (not true),” Hanke said. “They worked through it, and it was really a positive 
experience, a life-changing experience.” 

Pickett and Nailor both say getting younger men to participate has been difficult. Nailor’s group was all 
50-plus, with some nearly 80. 

“It’s hard to get young people to get involved in anything outside of their kids,” Pickett said. “That’s both 
sexes. That’s the focus of our lives.” There’s also the barrier of men’s attitudes in general, because 
many are reluctant to talk about their feelings or personal things, Nailor said. 

Micro-aggressions are also addressed in the program. Those are smaller actions that don’t rise to the 
level of physical abuse, but are still harmful to women who put up with it. 

“It’s more than just physical abuse,” Pickett said. “It’s a challenge when other guys are telling bad jokes 
or putting people down in some manner.” 

Being the guy who vocally objects to something offensive can lead to being labeled as humorless and 
overly sensitive. Older men in particular have difficulty seeing the harm, sometimes. 

“We’re of an age in this church that we grew up under different circumstances,” Nailor said. “‘You throw 
like a girl,’ those kind of comments, right? 

“Gosh, these guys have done that all their lives,” he said. “You don’t think about what you’re causing by 
that. I think that’s what we're up against, at least in the older generation.” 

Sexual harassment, discrimination, objectification and prejudiced attitudes fall somewhere between 
physical violence and “harmless” jokes, Pickett said. 

Feedback from men after experiencing AMEND has been positive, with a lot of men saying they had 
never given the topic much thought before the class, Nailor said. 

“It caused them to think about what they were saying and how they're going about doing things as well 
as their body reactions,” Nailor said. “Because you send verbal and nonverbal messages as well with 
your body.” 

The statistic that one in five women will be sexually assaulted in college really hit home with men who 
have daughters, Nailor said. 

“That’s an eye-opener if you have a daughter,” he said. “I have a daughter and she got though college 
and didn’t have any trouble. 

“But she was fortunate.” 

Patterson is a UM News reporter in Nashville, Tennessee. Contact him at 615-742-5470 
or newsdesk@umcom.org. 



 
 

 

 

New book by Bishop Looney shares humor, inspirational 
stories from his life and ministry 
September 20, 2021 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 
The South Georgia Conference of The UMC 
 

Those who know Bishop Richard Looney know he doesn’t take 
himself seriously, but he is serious about Jesus. 

Well-known for his humor, Bishop Looney, who served the South 
Georgia Conference from 1998 until his retirement in 2000, has 
written a book of “holy hilarity” and inspirational stories.  

“The purpose is to bring a little joy in the midst of all this darkness 
we’re going through these days,” he said. “I’ve always thought a little humor is helpful.” 

All proceeds from the book will benefit the Foundation for Evangelism, whose mission is to promote, 
encourage, and provide resources for Wesleyan evangelism, inviting all people into a life-transforming 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Bishop Looney served as president, as Episcopal Director, and continues to 
serve as Episcopal Director Emeritus of the Foundation. 

“The Fun of Being Looney” is an autobiography of sorts, Bishop Looney said, and the book documents the 
humorous stories and anecdotes of his life and 66 years in ministry. 

Blessed to have served in several places where the Church is alive and active – South Georgia, North Georgia, 
Virginia, Tennessee, England, Australia, Peru, Liberia, and Sierra Leone – amusing incidents seem to occur 
everywhere Bishop Looney ministers. 

“I think the best humor is to laugh at yourself,” he said. 

In his book, Bishop Looney recounts funny stories about appointment making, shares the joy found in 
relationships, and even tells a story about the time he sensed God laughed at him and how it changed his 
relationship with God. South Georgia readers will recognize several familiar tales. 

“’The Fun of Being Looney’ is a very appropriate title,” said Dr. Don Kea, who, as superintendent of the Macon 
District, served for five years on South Georgia’s Cabinet with Bishop Looney. “I can testify firsthand to the 
humor found in this book.” 

Laughter heals, said Bishop Looney, who has been entertained and amused by comedy shows during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“I think laughter helps preaching, too. I don’t mean telling jokes, necessarily, but seeing the humor in the 
religious and being able to laugh at ourselves. Most of us run from people who complain all the time and we’re 
attracted to people who seem to enjoy life.” 

Quoting John 10:10 and John 15:11, Bishop Looney said Jesus came to give believers joy-filled lives. 

“Jesus said he came to give us life and life abundant. Another time he said, ‘I tell you these things so my joy 
may be in you and your joy full.’” 

A third-generation pastor who still preaches every Sunday at his retirement home, Bishop Looney enjoys life 
and people. He jokes that he’s now enjoying his fifth retirement. In addition to serving three churches and eight 
years as episcopal director at the Foundation for Evangelism, writing “The Fun of Being Looney” is just one 
more thing he’s done since he said goodbye to South Georgia 21 years ago. 

The people and churches of South Georgia always remain close to his heart, though. 

“South Georgia is a very special place to me,” Bishop Looney said. “The people spoiled us for 12 years.” 

Find “The Fun of Being Looney” on Amazon. All proceeds will go to the Foundation for Evangelism. 

https://us.amazon.com/Fun-Being-Looney-Bishop-Richard/dp/1950899373
https://us.amazon.com/Fun-Being-Looney-Bishop-Richard/dp/1950899373
https://us.amazon.com/Fun-Being-Looney-Bishop-Richard/dp/1950899373
https://us.amazon.com/Fun-Being-Looney-Bishop-Richard/dp/1950899373


 
 

  

 

Conversations address going separate ways   
By Heather Hahn  Oct. 4, 2021 | UM News   

 
With The United Methodist Church facing a proposed split, multiple groups 

have events lined up to inform church members about their options. The 
groups include the Connectional Table, the Wesleyan Covenant Association 
and the Alabama-West Florida Reconciling Ministries Network. Road photo 

by Larisa Koshkina, courtesy of Pixbay; graphic by Laurens Glass, UM News. 
 

 
Facing a proposed denominational separation, many United 
Methodists expect big decisions ahead about where they will 
make their church home. 

The proposed split comes after decades of intensifying debate over LGBTQ inclusion. Now the 
question before many: Do they want to stay with The United Methodist Church or seek out an 
alternative? 

This fall, a number of groups have planned online or in-person events aimed at helping churchgoers 
discuss and discern which direction they and their congregations might choose. The groups include 
those who hope to stay United Methodist and those hoping to set up a new, more theologically 
conservative denomination. 
 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, New York Conference. Photo by Kathleen Barry, United 
Methodist Communications. 
 

These conversations come at a time when much remains uncertain about 
when or how such a separation might take place. 

The COVID-19 pandemic already has twice delayed General Conference 
— the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly that has a final vote on any 
formal separation plan. Questions remain about whether the big meeting, 
which draws voting delegates from four continents and multiple time zones, 
can go forward as scheduled on Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022, in Minneapolis. 
Much depends on vaccines and visas. 

In the meantime, the delays and uncertainty have left many feeling 
frustrated. 

“Folks want the decision to be made yesterday,” said New York Conference Bishop Thomas J. 
Bickerton, who serves as a nonvoting bishops’ representative on the commission that plans General 
Conference. 

“Delegates are eager to live out their elections, and we’re anxious about separation,” he said. “You 
know, it’s very understandable. But we’ve just got to hold on a little while longer until we can make 
those decisions with all the information that’s before us.” 

Among those trying to provide information is the Connectional Table, an international leadership 
body that coordinates denominational ministries. 

Starting at 10 a.m. U.S. Central time Oct. 5, the leadership body will host “Tuesdays at the Table: 
Should I Stay? Or Should I Go?” The weekly online conversations with United Methodist theologians 
and leaders aim to help churchgoers better understand their faith, their church and themselves. 

Earlier this year, the Connectional Table committed to host conversations about the future United 
Methodist Church. Tuesdays at the Table are part of that effort. 



 
 

 

 
The Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai addresses the Pre-General Conference 

Briefing in Portland, Ore., in 2016. Bigham-Tsai is chief connectional 
ministries officer for the United Methodist Connectional Table, which in April 
unanimously approved plans to host conversations around the globe about 

the church’s vision and mission. File photo by Mike DuBose, UM News. 
 

“Tuesdays at the Table is about identity,” said the Rev. 
Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, chief connectional ministries officer. 
“We have to understand who we are before we can begin to 
articulate who we want to be — vision.” 

She said that means figuring out: “What is it about our core identity that we want to conserve? What 
do we want to build upon as we move into a new future?” 

The 20- to 30-minute conversations will deal with such topics as the Wesleyan understanding of 
grace, the Bible’s role in United Methodists’ lives and the church’s connection around the globe. The 
discussions are scheduled each week through Dec. 21— first on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch/) and then available for later viewing at 
UMC.org/ComeToTheTable (http://umc.org/ComeToTheTable) and the UMC YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/c/UMCVideos). 

David N. Field, a United Methodist theologian based in Switzerland and an ecumenical staff officer 
for the Council of Bishops, will be the first guest. Field, a veteran of denominational debates, will 
discuss why he is United Methodist and how he is thinking through the decisions ahead. 

“This time of waiting and uncertainty is a calling to a more difficult 
but ultimately more rewarding task of building relationships across 
divides,” he told United Methodist News. “Whatever a local church 
decides to do and individual members decide, it is important that 
we live as siblings united by our common faith and sharing a love 
for God, each other and our neighbors. So my encouragement is 
to go out and nurture relationships across the spectrum of 
opinions — relationships that will endure beyond a split when it 
comes.” 

One thing on which many agree is that they want the 
denominational rancor to end. 

After decades of debate over homosexuality, matters came to a 
head with the special 2019 General Conference. The tumultuous 
assembly passed, by a 438-384 vote, the Traditional Plan that 
reinforces bans on same-sex weddings and the ordination of “self-
avowed practicing” gay clergy. However, the legislation faced 
immediate resistance that has only continued, and U.S. church 
members elected to the coming General Conference more 
delegates who are opposed to the Traditional Plan.  

The lawmaking assembly faces multiple proposals to split along 
theological lines. The most endorsed of these is the Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation. If adopted, the 
protocol would allow traditionalist churches and annual 
conferences (those that support restrictions on gay marriage and ordination) to leave with church  
property and $25 million to form a new denomination. The proposal also sets aside $2 million for 
other groups of churches that might leave. 
 
 

Some upcoming 
conversations 
The Connectional Table’s 
online “Tuesdays at the Table” 
will be at 10 a.m. U.S. Central 
time Oct. 5-Dec. 21. 

The Alabama-West Florida 
Reconciling Ministries Team’s 
webinar series “The UMC: 
Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow” will be on Zoom 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. U.S. 
Central time every Thursday 
night in October. Registration 
is required, but the series’ 
workbook and videos are 
available to anyone without 
registration. 

The Wesleyan Covenant 
Association has regional 
events 
(https://wesleyancovenant.org
/events/) planned into next 
year. 



 
 

 

 
The Rev. Angela Pleasants, Wesleyan Covenant Association vice 
president of clergy and church relations, speaks Sept. 21 at the 
Tennessee WCA Chapter regional gathering in Franklin, Tenn. 
Photo by Heather Hahn, UM News. 
 

The Wesleyan Covenant Association is overseeing the 
formation of that new traditionalist denomination, the 
Global Methodist Church, which plans to break away 
from The United Methodist Church. WCA leaders have 
been holding regional events around the globe to let 
people know about the plans for the new denomination 
and generate interest. 

One question the WCA frequently faces is why the group is organizing a new departure when the 
Traditional Plan, and similar prohibitions, have repeatedly prevailed at General Conference. 

The Rev. Walter Fenton, the group’s vice president for strategic engagement, addressed that issue 
at a recent gathering hosted by the Tennessee WCA chapter in Franklin, a Nashville suburb. 

The bottom line, he said, is that the traditionalists have the votes but not the means to enforce them. 

“The conflict has become irreconcilable,” he said. “So you may have passed things at the General 
Conference, but when you have people who continue to defy what was passed and then you have 
other people who are designated to hold them responsible for their defiance, and they don’t do that, 
you essentially have a constitutional crisis.” 

The gathering drew about 160 people — about a quarter of which came from out of state to attend 
the New Room Conference, a separate event that started the following day. The tone of the WCA 
gathering was mostly one of hope and encouragement to churchgoers who expect to join the Global 
Methodist Church. 

The Rev. Angela Pleasants, the group’s vice president of clergy and church relations, urged those 
gathered to use this in-between time to talk to their neighbors, worship passionately and stay 
focused on mission. 

“The kingdom of God has not stopped just because we Methodists are battling back and forth,” she 
said. “There are still souls that need to be won for the kingdom. So we continue to do that now.” 

The Alabama-West Florida Reconciling Ministries Network, a group that wants to stay in The United 
Methodist Church, has put together a webinar series also aimed at providing hope as well as 
information.  

Titled “The UMC: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow,” the webinars take place on Zoom from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. U.S. Central time each Thursday in October. So far, more than 100 people have 
registered. 

Pat Luna, one of the organizers of the series, said the hope is to encourage positive dialogue about 
the denomination that has shaped lives around the globe. 

“I’ve seen the impact it has in places like my own church, where we offer the only free medical clinic 
in our area,” Luna said. “I have seen the impact on top of roofs of home that I’ve been tarping after a 
storm.” 

She added that the denomination has sound theology that embraces the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
and the teachings in the Apostles’ Creed.  

Among those who signed up is Diana Cason, a member of First United Methodist Church in Hurst, 
Texas. 



 
 

 

 
“Education is the antidote to fear,” she said. “For people who are looking for something to do, this is 
something to do.” 

Some churches aren’t waiting to see what happens but are already heading for the exits. The 2019 
special General Conference approved new provisions to make such disaffiliations possible. But to 
leave with property, church law currently requires congregations to make large payouts to cover 
pension liabilities and other obligations. 

Pleasants told the Tennessee gathering that the Wesleyan Covenant Association at this point is 
encouraging congregations to wait to leave until the protocol is passed because of the 
“insurmountable fees” they would have to pay otherwise.  

Bickerton, the New York Conference bishop, makes it a point to visit every church considering 
disaffiliation in his conference and listen to them. 

“My approach has been to say very directly to them that I have not come to try to coerce them,” said 
Bickerton, who served on the team that negotiated the protocol.  “I’ve not come to convince them of 
anything. I’ve come to give them accurate information.” 

Ultimately, he is clear that his hope is congregations choose to stay. 

“Part of my role and function as a bishop is to guard the unity of the church,” he said. “And that leads 
me to say — very genuinely — I don’t want you to leave.” 

Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News. Sam Hodges, a UM News writer based in Dallas, contributed to 
this report. Contact them at newsdesk@umcom.org.  

Leadership Institute session  
The recent Leadership Institute, held at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kansas, included a session on the future of The United Methodist Church. Panelists said some of those 
seeking to persuade churches to leave the denomination have falsely said the remaining United Methodist 
Church will downplay the authority of Scripture and historic doctrine, including belief in Christ’s resurrection. 
“There’s a lot of fear mongering, a lot of misinformation,” said the Rev. Michael Bowie, national executive 
director of Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century. 

Another panelist, the Rev. Tom Berlin, said he has never heard any discussion of diluting doctrine in the 
many meetings he has attended with centrists and progressives. 

Anyone suggesting that’s the intent of those committed to remaining in The United Methodist Church should 
offer proof, he said. 

“If you don’t do that you need to reread the Scripture where the Lord says, ‘You know how it is with the 
people of the world, but it shall not be so among you,’” said Berlin, pastor of Floris United Methodist Church 
in Herndon, Virginia. 

Berlin added that it’s not right either for centrists and progressives to suggest that a new, traditionalist 
denomination will block women seeking ordination as clergy. He said he knows of no traditionalist United 
Methodists who favor that. 

Berlin hopes all will stick to facts and avoid fear tactics in discussions about the church’s future. 

"The conversation is too important” for any other approach, he said. 

At the end of the session, the Rev. Adam Hamilton shared why he and the Church of the Resurrection are 
committed to staying in the denomination. He stressed connectionalism and the prospect of better reaching 
younger generations if LGBTQ restrictions are removed from the Book of Discipline, the denomination's 
policy book. 

“I believe that The United Methodist Church that remains has the potential to be an amazing church,” he 
said.            — Sam Hodges, UM News 
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Connected is a publication of the New Eng- 
land Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. This monthly insert is designed put 
Conference news directly into the hands of 
our local church members. 

Find more at www.neumc.org. 
 

 

Bishop champions hybrid worship 
 

During his visit to the 
Many Waters District on 
Sept. 9, which had partic- 
ipants in person and via 
Zoom, Bishop Devadhar 
took the opportunity to 
talk about the important 
role video conferencing 
will play in worship going 
forward. 

“Friends, the ministry 
paradigm is changing,” he 
said. COVID-19 brought 
tremendous pain and 
suffering, but it also made 
us rethink ministry, the 
bishop said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Devadhar at Many Waters District Sept. 9 

“On a given Sunday, now, we are no 
longer a local church, we are a global 
church– we can be connected any- 
where and everywhere,” Bishop 
Devadhar said. The bishop reminded 
people that he has asked Congregation- 
al Development Director Rick McKinley 
to place the emphasis this year on help- 
ing churches with all aspects of digital 
ministry. 

“Once we are back in church [in per- 
son], no matter what, we need to have 
hybrid worship services, because the 
people who are now joining you — who 
have never joined a worship service 
before — are still looking for that, but, 
also, we cannot lose the fellowship we 

have in person,” the bishop said. 
“That is going to give us a new type 

of vision for ministry locally and interna- 
tionally,” he said. “These are exciting 
times. As United Methodists we are 
really going to embrace what our found- 
er envisioned, the catholic spirit … 
where we are all part of the Church of 
Jesus Christ.” 

“I am not just saying this to please 
you,” Bishop Devadhar said, “the best 
days of the church’s ministry are ahead 
of us.” 

Find more from this event and the 
schedule of upcoming District visits in 
the News section on our website. 

 
 

 

 

FIND THE DISTRICT DAY SCHEDULE 

www.neumc.org/news @ 

Celebrating the 
Order of Deacons 
The 1996 General Conference estab- 

lished the Order of Deacons. To mark 
the 25th anniversary of the order, we 
will share short profiles of a few of the 
New England Conference’s deacons. 
While elders are called to lead congre- 
gations in ministry and mission, deacons 
are called to connect baptized Christians 
with their ministries in the world. 

 
In 2016, UM News reported that “44 

percent of deacons report that their 
primary appointment is beyond the lo- 
cal church: They serve as teachers, law- 
yers, writers, church-growth consult- 
ants, nonprofit agency staff or any num- 
ber of other professions.” That, accord- 
ing to the report, marked a significant 
change from the year 2000, when re- 
search showed 70 percent had their 
primary appointment toa church. 

 
Learn more about what it means to 

be a deacon through our 2021 profiles 
of some of the deacons serving in our 
Conference at www.neumc.org/news 



 
 

 

Afghan refugees in New England 

Helping our new neighbors from Afghanistan 
The United Methodist Foundation of New 
England and New England Justice for Our 
Neighbors (NE JFON) have established a 
matching fund to help support our new 
Afghan neighbors in New England. In the 
wake of the U.S. withdrawal from Afghan- 
istan tens of thousands of families were 
evacuated. They are men, women, and 
children whose lives were endangered by 
the new regime; many had assisted U.S. 
military. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Afghans at the Kabul airport in Aug 2021. 

The International Institute of New Eng- 
land (IINE) has long been used by the U.S. 
State Department as a primary nonprofit 
for the resettlement of refugees in New 
Englandand has experienced staff to assist 
these new arrivals. IINE relies on donors to 
provide financial assistance and furnish- 
ings to those beginning their new lives 
here in the U.S. 

 

Churches and individuals are invited to 
support the Afghan Fund by sending checks 

Among the first evacuees and refugees here PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK 
in New England will be 150-200 persons to 
be settled in Lowell, MA, with additional arrivals anticipated in 

to the address below, transferring funds to 
or donating online at www.umfne.org 

Bostonand Manchester, NH. Most of these people will arrive with 
nothing but the clothes on their backs. They usually do not speak 
English or understand life in the U.S. and are not immediately eli- 
gible for government assistance. 

United Methodist Foundation of New England 
34 Route 111, Suite 102 
Derry, NH 03038 
Attn: AFGHAN NEIGHBOR FUND 

 
 

 

Leadership Training Opportunities Coming up ...  
 

Laity and clergy are encouraged to take advantage of the 

Conference’s online training opportunities. These events, 

which include Conference Resource Days, are opportunities 

to hear from gifted speakers and workshop leaders from 

across New England and around the nation. These experts 

will offer big ideas and practical tools that can be imple- 

mented in your local church context. 

These events are offered as a way to help strengthen the 

work of your church and as United Methodists and mem- 

bers of a connectional church, we know we are stronger 

together. So we encourage you to take full advantage of 

the gifts and knowledge of our presenters. 

 
 
 
 

Get details on our website at www.neumc.org/training 

Oct. 16, 2021 — Conference 

Resource Day: What Can We 

Still Do? The Climate Crisis 

and the Need for Action with 

Bill McKibben 

 
 
 
 

 
Nov. 13, 2021 — 

Conference Resource Day, 

hosted by the Katahdin Dis- 

trict, will feature Rolling Ridge 

Executive Director Larry Jay, 

who will lead us in "Preparing 

For the Holy Days." 

 

Bill McKibben 
 

 
 
 
 

Larry Jay 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Let’s Connect 
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A question to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communications, 

at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150 



 
 

 

New to the UMC?:  

Maybe God doesn't have an exact plan for your life 
By Madison Myers 

 

Do you believe there's a plan for your life? 

 

How do you discern what you’re going to do in the future? Do you 
believe there’s a plan for your life? 

If you would have asked me back in September of 2020 what I plan to 
do after I graduate from The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, 
I definitely would have replied the plan was not to stay in Chattanooga, not even in the country for that 
matter. My vagabond heart was tired of being cooped up during the pandemic, and it raced at the thought 
of pursuing a higher education in Scotland after receiving my bachelors degree. Ironically, that same 
month back in September of 2020 I entered into a relationship that played a part in changing my plans.  

Making my own plans for the future 
I am a planner. I am a forward thinker. I know where I am going, and I plan to make it there. Usually, what 
stops me from going are circumstances outside of my control,--for instance a global pandemic. Even 
though the pandemic messed up my college experience and studying abroad it redirected me onto a path 
of healing, love, and peace. I started writing these articles. I started taking care of my mental health. I 
started to believe in a loving God again, and just when I was perfectly content being by myself I found 
someone who compliments me very well.  

So here I stand, at the start of my senior year of college with a decision to make. Should I stay or should I 
go? You see, over the past year I have spent a lot of time cultivating my life, a relationship, and a career 
here in Tennessee. Though the thought of leaving to explore a new part of the world for me is enticing, I 
don’t feel that it is the move to make. This idea of staying is odd for me. I have never been fully content 
with where I am, not even when I lived in Yellowstone. So to find myself in a place where I know I have 
community, a loving relationship, and a career to pursue is something that I did not expect to find at the 
age of 22.  

Instead of living the careless and laissez faire life I used to, I am asking myself grander-schemed 
questions: “Where do I want to be in five years?” As I ask these questions to myself about the future I can’t 
help but to think back to where I was September a year ago. In September of 2020 I never guessed I 
would be living the life I am today. That brings me to this question: ”Do we have as much control over our 
futures as we think we do?  

Who is really in control? 
In the society we live in, we are taught that if we set our minds to it we can manifest anything we desire. 
Sometimes, this feels true. Sometimes we can actually achieve our future goals even if they seem too far 
out of reach. But is this because of our own power, or are there other supernatural factors at play? How do 
we discern the difference between our plan and God’s? All of these questions draw me back to this popular 
verse: “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9).  

When I was in grade school, I can remember on countless occasions the voice of God telling me glimpses 
of my future. Even a few times in college too. However now that I am 22 years old, I use my own 
discernment about my future.  

Sitting by the creek this past weekend talking to a friend, I told him about how when I was younger I would 
literally have premonitions of my near future. I told my friend that I don’t feel as spiritually connected to God 
anymore because I don’t receive those spiritual discernments anymore. My friend said, “Maybe it’s 
because God doesn’t think you need it anymore.”  

 



 
 

 

 
When he said that it was like a light bulb went off in my head. “Wow, you're right.” Maybe when I was 
younger and not capable of making the best decisions God gave me discernment. Maybe now that I am 22 
years old, God trusts me to use my own discernment about my future.  

With all that being said, I do not believe that God has predestined our lives. However, I do believe that at 
times God designs for certain people, things, and places to happen in our lives.  

I don’t necessarily think that there is a plan for my life. However I do believe there is a purpose for it. Big or 
small, whatever that purpose may be, I believe that I carry the goodness and love of God deep down in my 
soul, and I am a vessel of that love. I am meant to share that love with people who need it.  

I love art. I love painting big things like murals and sharing them with my community. But that is not my 
sole purpose in my life. I am a yoga instructor. I like teaching others healthy ways to strengthen their mind 
and bodies. But that is not my soul's purpose. I am a traveler. I love to explore new places and meet new 
people. But that is not my soul’s purpose. I play so many ever-changing roles in life, but my main role is to 
be a vessel of God’s love. My purpose is to cultivate that intimate love, and then let it seep out to those I 
surround myself with. 

Madison Myers is a student at The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, majoring in marketing. She 
has traveled to a majority of America's National Parks and is eager to see them all. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Quiz: The Teachings of James 

 
1. It is thought that the New Testament Letter of James was 
written by a brother or close relative of Jesus, and may be one 
of the earliest New Testament books. Which of these was NOT 
a thought James expressed about discrimination against the 
poor?   
o As believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 

don't show favoritism. 
o God has chosen those who are poor in the eyes of 

the world to be rich in faith. 
o Love your neighbor as yourself. 
o If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him 

two miles. 

2. What is a Christian's responsibility to the poor, 
according to James? 
o Convert them to Christianity. 
o Supply their food, clothing and other physical 

needs. 
o Help them learn to support themselves. 
o Pray for them. 

3. Complete this quote from James: "So faith by itself, 
if it has no works, _______ 
o is dead. 
o is far better than works without faith. 
o is mere hypocrisy. 
o is still a faith that saves. 

4. What do most Christians believe about faith and 
good works? 
o We are saved by good works alone. Faith does not 

matter. 
o We can be saved by either faith or good works. 
o We are saved by faith alone, but good works will 

follow as evidence of that faith. 
o We are saved by faith alone. Good works do not 

matter. 

 

 
 

Bible Quiz: The Rich Young Man 

 

1. One day a man ran up to Jesus and fell on his knees 
before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?" What did Jesus reply to 
him? 
o "Have faith in the Father; have faith in the Son." 
o "You know the commandments: 'You shall not 

commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor 
your father and mother.'" 

o "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God." 

o "Whoever wants to be first must be slave of all." 

2. What else did Jesus say to the man? 
o "I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive 

the kingdom of God like a little child will never 
enter it." 

o "You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized 
with the baptism I am baptized with." 

o "When you give to the needy, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your giving may be in secret." 

o "Sell all that you own and distribute the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me." 

3. What was the man's reaction to the things Jesus 
told him? 
o He fell to the ground and begged Jesus for 

forgiveness. 
o His face fell and he went away sad, because he 

was afraid of persecution. 
o He went away grieving, because he had many 

possessions. 
o He immediately left all his possessions behind and 

followed Jesus. 

9. What is the lesson of this narrative? 
o Rich people will not inherit eternal life. 
o Salvation is by faith, not by works. 
o Obsession with wealth is incompatible with 

commitment to God. 
o Many who are first will be last, and the last first.  

 

Answers can be found on the next to the last page. Quiz 
taken from The Christian Bible Reference Site,  
www.christianbiblereference.org 



 
 

 

 

Virtual church is the new ministry paradigm 
Commentary by the Rev. Taurai Emmanuel Maforo  Sept. 27, 2021 | HARARE, Zimbabwe (UM News  

 

The Rev. Taurai Emmanuel Maforo. 

Photo by Mutsa Roy Maforo. 

 

Lockdowns brought on by COVID-19 have fast-tracked The United 
Methodist Church in the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area and beyond onto 
the information superhighway. This shift from physical gatherings to 
a “church without walls” was deemed unthinkable just a few years 
ago. 

In 2014, I struggled to convince my supervisor to approve my 
dissertation topic on the possibilities of online church. While the 
church in Zimbabwe was making baby steps to embrace technology, 
the academic, business and entertainment worlds were already there 
and I told myself that the church must find itself within the digital 
space. 

In partial fulfillment of my studies at United Theological College, my 
research topic was “Re-think church! An analysis of the impact of 
social media and virtual communities on the physical church.” It 
seemed impossible then, but the church of God now thrives on 

internet-based platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook and YouTube. 

The decision for visioning a virtual church in my research project was inspired by three factors: 

 1. United Methodist Communications’ “Rethink Church” campaign, 

 2. My participation in UMCom’s Central Conference Initiative communicators training at 

               Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio, in 2009, and 

 3. Bishop Eben Kanukayi Nhiwatiwa’s positive energy in embracing new technologies for 
               ministry in Zimbabwe. 

The “Rethink Church” (https://www.umc.org/rethink-church) tag line asked important questions such 
as, “What if church becomes something we do rather than a place we go?” A fire was lit within me and 
I believed God for the opportunities for a virtual church as more real and practical than just an abstract 
idea. Indeed, the church has become more than a place we go but something we do since doors 
closed in March 2020. 

The language of “doing church together” now has a better impression on us because we are doing it in 
the United Methodist connection and beyond. Contrary to the 2014 perceptions that saw the internet-
based platform as tools for social interactions and not intended for meaningful religious experience, 
the online church is a total “Re-Think.” Doing church online in the advent of COVID-19 has opened the 
gates for realizing the biblical mandate to “Go into all the world,” creating what I now call the 
“Generation 28:19” — a generation that is not limited to geographical boundaries. 

At Ginghamsburg Church the two sides of me found their convergence — my vocation in pastoral 
ministry and my passion for communications. I had read paragraph 1806 of the Book of Discipline, 
which states: “Communication is a strategic function necessary for the success of the mission of The 
United Methodist Church.” I however struggled to understand how communication becomes a strategic 
function to my ministry. 

Watching the Rev. Michael Slaughter, the lead pastor of Ginghamsburg, at work in ministry with his 
technology team helped me connect the dots. Of course, Harare and Ohio are thousands of miles  



 
 

 

 
apart, but I was motivated to carry this inspiration back home. That experience still inspires my 
ministry to this day and the internet has accompanied my ministry since 2009. 

At the official launch of the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area website in 2013, Bishop Nhiwatiwa said, “Living 
life on the web has become a reality and the church cannot continue to exist outside the bounds of this 
blessing.”  

I took a cue from these words and I saw an online ministry as a must and not a may. At this moment 
we never dreamt of how the church could survive outside the four walls of our worship sanctuaries. 
United Methodists in the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area have been brought together by the click of a 
button. Funeral services, church services, music festivals, revivals and conference meetings are all 
happening online. 

The discoveries in my research painted a gloomy picture of the possibilities of an online church. The 
commonly held myths were that the internet is filthy and filled with sin, too secular, only for young 
people, keeps people away from the church, and that technology is cold and impersonal. But the 
recent wave of livestreaming church activities in Zimbabwe tells a different story. 

On the 10th of February 2016, I started a daily devotional called #365SunriseDevotions, which has a 
daily circulation of more than 2,000 contacts on WhatsApp and reaches 2,000-4,000 on Facebook. 
This ministry on the digital space was only intended to last the 40 days of the Lenten season, but with 
the demand for the daily dose of God’s word, I have kept them running to this day. 

Since July of 2020, the #365SunriseDevotions have been accompanied by an audio-sharing platform 
— the Prayer Closet Midnight Encounters, which runs Monday to Friday from 11 p.m. to midnight. The 
program appears on 68 WhatsApp groups and has 855 members on the Telegram platform. 
WhatsApp groups have a maximum of 257 members, which brings the total number of followers of the 
prayer platform to over 17,000 members. 

The pandemic lockdowns pushed me further to find ways of keeping the church alive. For me, a time 
of crisis became a time of opportunity for a greater ministry. 

Maforo is communicator and webmaster for the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area. News media contact: Tim Tanton or 
Joey Butler at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umnews.org. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Ask the UMC: Why do we confess our SIN, not SINS, in 
communion?  
 
Before receiving communion, we are invited to confess and turn from 

a state of sin as part of the liturgy. It is only through acknowledging 
our sin that a process of restoration can begin. Communion elements 

photo by hudsoncrafted, courtesy of Pixabay; graphic by Laurens 
Glass, United Methodist Communications. 

 

When we talk about sin, we are referring to the state of 
sinfulness / brokenness / incompleteness in which we live. In 
that state of sin, we also commit sins, specific things we do (or 
fail to do) that are contrary to the will of God. 

We know our need to confess our sin before God and one another. Before receiving communion, when the 
pastor says, “Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another,” we are being invited to confess 
and repent (turn) from the state of sin in which we find ourselves and from the sinful acts we have done. 

Together we pray a confession of sin - the ways we as the Body of Christ, made up of its individual believers, 
have not lived into all we are called to be and do. The spoken prayer acknowledges the sinful ways of life in 
which we have continued as individuals (individual sin), as a gathered community (collective sin), and as part of 
larger bodies in which we participate (corporate sin). The time of silent prayer between the unison confession 
and the words of pardon provides opportunity for each person to acknowledge to God their specific sins and 
their commitment to turn from them toward God's ways (repent).  

Together, corporate confession of sin, individual confession of sins, and seeking God's forgiveness and power 
to turn from our sinful ways and deeds are how we "earnestly repent of our sin."  

After the prayer of confession, United Methodists share words of pardon to remind us of the grace freely 
available to all who repent. "In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!" 

Sin is a persistent force in our lives. It is only through acknowledging our sin and its hold in our lives that a 
process of restoration can begin. The good news is that when we confess our sin, God promises to forgive us (1 
John 1:9). 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications.   

Quiz Answers 
1. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. James 2:1-11. James said that discrimination against 
the poor was a serious sin and contrary to Jesus' teachings.  
2. Supply their food, clothing and other physical needs. James 2:14-16. 
3. is dead. James 2:17. The point of this passage is that we must "walk the walk" as well as "talk the talk." God is not 
fooled by those who profess their faith but do not put it into action (as with works of charity to the poor). 
4. We are saved by faith alone, but good works will follow as evidence of that faith. The mainstream of both Protestant 
and Catholic belief is that we are saved by faith, not by doing good works. However, good works follow as the 
necessary result and evidence of God's saving grace. This doctrine originated in the teachings of Martin Luther (1483-
1546), a Catholic monk in Germany. Luther wrote, "For grace and faith are infused apart from our work, and when they 
are infused, then the works follow." 
1. "You know the commandments: 'You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall 
not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother.'" Matthew 19:16-19, Mark 10:17-19, Luke 18:18-20 
2. "Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 
me." Matthew 19:20-21, Mark 10:20-21, Luke 18:21-22 
3. He went away grieving, because he had many possessions. Matthew 19:22, Mark 10:22, Luke 18:23 
4. Obsession with wealth is incompatible with commitment to God. This is the only time in the Gospels where a person 
refuses a call to follow Jesus. The young man could not bring himself to part with his great wealth, even for a promise 
of eternal life from Jesus, Himself! After the sad young man had departed, Jesus used the absurd notion of a camel 
passing through the eye of a needle to emphasize what a constant challenge it is to resist making material possessions 
more important in our lives than God.   
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