
 
 

  
 

   
           
  

                                                                                          
  

HAVEN CHIMES!  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR – by Juhee Lee 

My beloved Haven family!  

Happy New Year! 

May God strengthen our inner being with power through the Holy Spirit so that we can live a more 
rejuvenated life in the new year.  

How is the beginning of the new year?   

Even though the past year has been tough, I hope you are able to dream of a beautiful life with 
great expectation. Let us not be discouraged due to the prolonged pandemic situation. Immanuel 
God will be our strength. 

This pandemic has forced us to be in semi-quarantine and limited our movements. We are tired 
and our souls and minds are getting weary. A weary soul also takes a toll on our bodies. As a result, 
we can easily be depressed spiritually and physically. This vicious cycle seems to continue. 

In one sermon, I preached about the choice between despair and hope, and said our church leaders 
would choose to hope rather than despair. Because we choose hope, our spirituality at Haven is 
very joyful and revitalizing. As our church showed us, I want to encourage you to choose hope 
despite the ongoing pandemic. It is not enough to only think of hope. The best thing we can do is 
move one step forward at a time with faith. Please, come back to the church. Do not rely on the 
way of the world to get rid of your fear. Only the power of Jesus Christ can help soothe your soul. 

Haven UMC can provide you spiritual nourishment. I am planning to begin a spiritual practice class 
with bible verses through painting this year. If you feel weary and need a spiritual supplement to 
strengthen your body and soul, please return to the church and contact me!  

My beloved Haven family, 

Please do not give up hope, but continue relying on our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Come back home, Haven UMC. 

Peace,         

 Pastor Juhee Lee 
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 200 Taunton Avenue 
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Mission Statement:  
We are a haven for those who would seek to know God better while spreading the love of Jesus Christ. 
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January 1, 2021 

 

Beloved in Christ:  

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Epiphany is the manifestation of God’s power in the midst of history.  It is not a one-time 
happening but an ongoing activity of the divine in the midst of creation.  Psalm 8 tells of the 
Creator crowning mortals with glory and honor, of making them little less than God.  Paul 
reminds the people of Corinth, “. . . there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit . . . To each 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good”. (I Corinthians 12:4,7). The 
power and the gifts are given to make manifest the Spirit of God.    

I write this letter as joyful news is breaking that the first batch of a Coronavirus vaccine is ready 
for distribution. Thanks be to God for researchers and scientists who worked tirelessly and with 
great dedication to develop the vaccine, those who took proper care and precautions to ensure 
that the vaccine is safe, those who will transport it across the country and the globe, those who 
will administer it, and the countless others who are making this miracle possible.  

God is manifested in the concrete, the physical, the material. God appears when a variety of 
gifts are exercised in concert with others for the common good.  It is for this purpose that God 
made mortals little less than God.   

Is the ability to stop a ravaging virus not a manifestation of God’s divine activity?  Is the 
creation of a safe vaccine not the result of each one exercising the Spirit’s gifts for the common 
good?  Is the caring and the giving and the sacrifice of front-line workers whom we have all 
witnessed not an Epiphany of God in our midst?  

I have reflected on the many services, past and present, that have contributed to the 
development of a body of knowledge, to the technology, and to the expertise that made the 
creation and distribution of a vaccine possible. 

One small example is the story of Frederick W. Smith as found at https://www.fedex.com/en-
us/about/history.html.  “In 1965, Yale University undergraduate Frederick W. Smith wrote a 
term paper that invented an industry and changed what’s possible. In the paper, he laid out 
the logistical challenges facing pioneering firms in the information technology industry. Most 
airfreight shippers relied on passenger route systems, but those didn’t make economic sense 
for urgent shipments, Smith wrote.  He proposed a system specifically designed to 
accommodate time-sensitive shipments such as medicine, computer parts, and electronics. 
Smith’s professor apparently didn’t see the revolutionary implications of his thesis, and the 
paper received just an average grade.”  

Today we realize how important Smith’s single contribution is for the distribution of the newly 
approved vaccine. 

 

 
                                                                        

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

This year marks the 117th anniversary of the Wright brothers’ invention of the airplane. As you 
probably know, their clergy father discouraged his sons from wasting time on this invention.  All 
these years later, the aerospace industry is crucial to delivering vaccines in vast numbers around 
the globe. 

Shortly we will be celebrating Epiphany.  After a difficult year, we may be stepping into 2021 with 
skepticism, fear, and anxiety.  However, we can enter the New Year with hope and optimism if we 
remember that we are precious in the sight of the One who created us, that we are each given 
gifts of the Spirit for the common good, and that we are called to exercise those gifts in ways that 
manifest the Divine presence. 

Prema joins me in wishing you and your loved ones a Happy and Blessed New Year! 

In Christ's love, 

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

Prayer         

Holy God, 
who created us and  
crowned us with glory and honor, 
who made us in your image, 
who gave us gifts of the Spirit— 
we have come this far by faith 
and by gifts of many who have  
employed them for the common good.   
We are thankful!  

Merciful God,  
for the times we withhold the 
gifts you have given to each of us 
for thinking of ourselves as powerless   
and for abdicating our responsibility  
as co-creators with you, 
forgive us. 

Majestic God, enfold us in your love; 
Fill us with the compassion of Christ; 
Move us with the mighty wind of the Holy Spirit! 
Amen. 

Transformed by the Holy Spirit, united in trust, we will boldly proclaim 
Christ to the world. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Depths of Love  By Elisa Morgan 

 
January 6, 2021 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what 
we are!    1 John 3:1 

Today's Scripture: 1 John 3:1-6     

        1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.  
     The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now;  
     what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like  
     him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
     4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was revealed  
     to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either  
     seen him or known him. 

Three-year-old Dylan McCoy had just learned to swim when he fell through a rotted plywood covering into a 
forty-foot deep, stone-walled well in his grandfather’s backyard. Dylan managed to stay afloat in ten feet of 
water until his father went down to rescue him. Firefighters brought ropes to raise the boy, but the father was 
so worried about his son that he’d already climbed down the slippery rocks to make sure he was safe. 

Oh, the love of a parent! Oh, the lengths (and depths) we will go for our children! 

When the apostle John writes to believers in the early church who were struggling to find footing for their faith 
as false teaching swirled about them, he extends these words like a life-preserver: “See what great love the 
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1). 
Naming believers in Jesus as “children” of God was an intimate and legal labeling that brought validity to all 
who trust in Him. 

Oh, the lengths and depths God will go for His children!   

There are actions a parent will take only for their child—like Dylan’s dad descending into a well to save his 
son. And like the ultimate act of our heavenly Father, who sent His only Son to gather us close to His heart 
and restore us to life with Him (vv. 5–6). 

Insight 

In 1 John 3:2, John reminds his “dear friends” of the return of Jesus with the phrase “when Christ appears.” 
The promise of Jesus’ physical return is a consistent theme in the New Testament and was shared by the 
Savior Himself (Matthew 16:27; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; John 14:1–3), then echoed by the angels following His 
ascension (Acts 1:11). This return is integral to our hope in Christ which carries us through the difficulties of 
life. In 1 John, however, the apostle’s focus isn’t on endurance in times of trial. Rather, he points us to the 
appearing of Jesus as the ultimate culmination of God’s plan for His children to be made fully like Him. Notice 
the pattern of John’s hopeful words: Christ shall appear, we shall see Him, and we’ll be finally and completely 
conformed to Him. When Jesus returns, God’s transforming work in us will be complete. 

Reflect & Pray 

When has God rescued you from a dark well of need? How have you seen Him bring you to a place of 
hope? 

Oh, heavenly Father, thank You for reaching into the well of my need to rescue me and bring me back to You! 
Amen. 



 
 

 
 

   

Group pursues liberation 
within denomination 
By Heather Hahn 

Dec. 10, 2020 | UM News 

Speakers at the Liberation Project’s roundtable launch event meet 
via Facebook Live Nov. 19. The group aims to provide support and 
resources for United Methodists who want to work for a just and 
liberated church future. Screenshot of the Liberation Project launch 
event by UM News. 

 

For one progressive group, liberation doesn’t mean 
liberating themselves from their United Methodist ties.  

The Liberation Project is a new group getting off the ground that aims to provide United Methodist 
congregations and church leaders with resources and a sense of community in furthering what it calls “the 
Gospel of Liberation.”  

By liberation, the group means much more than working toward LGBTQ and interracial inclusion.  

“The Liberation Project creates space for United Methodist leaders to get together and do the work of justice-
oriented, healing ministry, rather than talk to one another about how we probably should be doing it,” said the 
Rev. Jonah Overton, lead pastor of Zao MKE Church, a new United Methodist congregation in Milwaukee.  

Overton and other organizers make clear that the new Liberation Project is separate from the similarly named 
Liberation Methodist Connexion. The Connexion is starting a new denomination, while organizers of The 
Liberation Project are sticking with The United Methodist Church for their justice work.  

Both groups emerged out of UM Forward, which formed ahead of the 2019 special General Conference to 
advocate for the removal of all church restrictions against homosexuality. After the denomination’s top 
lawmaking body tightened those restrictions still further, UM Forward organized a meeting in Minneapolis to 
discuss different ways forward. 

The organizers of the Liberation Project announced in October this year that they would advance the work of 
liberation apart from UM Forward. 

“We saw more hope in putting our energies toward building on-the-ground ministries and we didn’t have any 
interest in leaving the UMC or starting a new denomination,” Overton told United Methodist News. 

Organizers include veterans of denominational leadership as well as church revitalizers and planters, like 
Overton. The organizers include people of color as well as trans and queer members from across the United 
States. 

The Rev. Jay Williams, one of the early leaders of UM Forward, said he is staying because he believes The 
United Methodist Church “can still become its best self and be a denomination that is grounded in the Gospel-
call of liberation.” 

Williams, lead pastor of the multicultural Union United Methodist Church in Boston, defines liberation as 
freedom from oppression, an end to injustices that keep people from flourishing and an answer to the biblical 
invitation to abundant life and unconditional love.  

The basic idea is that no one is free until everyone is free. 

“For some, liberation invokes images and memories of secularized socialism, overturning governments and 
anarchy,” Williams acknowledged. 

“In reality, though, liberation is a deeply Christian posture of possibility that preaches flourishing and fulfillment 
for all. Jesus preached liberation — Jesus was a liberationist, so in being disciples we are all called to be 
liberationists.” 



 
 

 

 

The term is familiar in Christian theological circles. Latin American Catholic theologians first developed 
liberation theology in the 1960s to emphasize God’s call to free the poor and oppressed. Other theologians, 
such as the African Methodist Episcopal Church’s the Rev. James Cone, expanded it to help other identity 
groups claim their place at God’s table. 

“As I describe liberation theology, I am again struck by how much the values of collective liberation are in 
alignment with the Wesleyan rules to do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God,” said the Rev. Austin L. 
Adkinson, pastor of Haller Lake United Methodist Church in Seattle. “Methodist spaces should be fertile ground 
for liberation theology.” 

Both Williams and Adkinson are longtime veterans of General Conference, but at this point, the group is not 
proposing a legislative agenda. 

Instead, the focus is on providing liberation-minded resources for local churches including sermon starters, 
music and art. The group already has Scripture, liturgies and art resources up for Advent. 

In January, Overton plans to start a podcast titled “Jonah & the Peacock,” that will explore familiar Bible stories 
from different perspectives. 

Cameron Overton, lay worship pastor at Zao MKE and the Rev. Overton’s spouse, plans to develop a creative 
collective of singers, musicians, and artists all asking the question: “What would our art, music and worship 
services look like if we first had liberation in mind?” 

The Overtons’ church, Zao MKE, identifies as Jesus-rooted, justice-centered and radically inclusive. The 
church, which began worshipping weekly in 2019, takes its name from the New Testament Greek word 
meaning to live or breathe and a common name for Milwaukee. 

That new church is trying to live out liberation ideas in its community including involvement with Black Lives 
Matter movements in both Milwaukee and Kenosha. 

“We are very proud of the work we've been able to do on the ground at Zao MKE Church, establishing the 
area's largest supply drop and distribution center for resourcing ongoing protests with food, water, and basic 
medical and safety supplies,” the Rev. Overton said. 

However, Liberation Project organizers said they also want to work with churches that may be starting from a 
different place when it comes to anti-racism work.  

One of the organizers is the Rev. Jason Butler, lead pastor of Open Table United Methodist Church, a church 
relaunch in Raleigh, North Carolina, that is striving to better connect with its community. 

“There must always be an urgency about the work of justice, but part of our job as church leaders is to make 
sure there are on ramps to this work at different places depending upon how someone is ready to engage,” he 
said. 

He expects the Liberation Project to be a “tremendous resource to the church” by centering perspectives that 
many white church folks have never heard while also empowering all church members to take action. 

Some of the group’s work could potentially complement the United Methodist bishops’ initiative to stand 
against racism. Nevertheless, organizers expect their anti-racism work may end up being more community-
based and more radical than the bishops’ efforts. 

The Rev. Tyler Sit already has seen the congregation of New City Church, the church he started in 
Minneapolis, put liberation principles to work. 

Since then, the congregation has raised more than $51,000 for a Solidarity Fund. The fund supports groups 
doing justice work in the neighborhood, finances microloans for individuals facing economic hardship, and 
sustains the church’s anti-racism training.  

“People are desperately looking for ways that God is moving when it seems like the empire has won,” Sit said. 
“And if the church can provide a witness in the face of the literal heat of our city burning down, people show 
up.” 

Hahn is a UM News reporter in Nashville, Tennessee. Contact her at 615-742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Feeding people is complicated, 
but joyful 
By Jim Patterson    

Dec. 7, 2020 | UM News  

Olivia (left) and Judah Brown hold sweet potatoes at First Fruits Farm in 
Louisburg, N.C. Owned by their parents Jason and Tay Brown, the farm 

supplies produce to Society of St. Andrew, which is helping get food to 
needy citizens. Photo courtesy of the Browns. 

Potatoes connect former NFL player Jason Brown and part-time 
nurse and mother-of-four Lindsey Whitley, though they don’t know 
each other. 

Whitley’s home in Indian Trail, North Carolina, is about 200 miles from Brown’s farm in Louisburg. Potatoes 
from Brown’s 1,000-acre North Carolina property end up as potato soup on the Whitley dinner table through 
the work of the Society of St. Andrew. The Virginia-based non-profit works to share healthy food and reduce 
food waste. 

“The big problem is that where the food is produced is not where the people are hungry,” said B.J. Copeland, 
one of a group of self-described “Old Farts with Trucks” who volunteer their time, vehicles and trailers to haul 
food from farms to centers that get it to churches, food banks and additional distributers. 

B.J. Copeland loads boxes of bananas into the back of his truck. Copeland 
is one of a group of volunteers who help haul produce to centers that are 

able to get the food to churches and food banks. Photo courtesy of B.J. 
Copeland. 

The food chain in the U.S. has built-in waste, said the Rev. Michael 
Binger, a United Methodist and North Carolina regional director for 
the Society of St. Andrew. 

Farmers routinely enter into contracts to provide less food than they 
usually grow, in order to guard against weather and other factors 
that might result in smaller harvests than expected, Binger said. 

They try to sell the excess, Binger said. If they can’t, the Society of St. Andrew seeks the donation of the 
crops that would otherwise be headed for landfills as garbage. 

“Nationwide we do about 30 million pounds of produce a year,” Binger said. Most of the food is distributed in 
the southeastern U.S. 

Volunteers pose during a “Potato Drop” at Guilford College United Methodist 
Church in Greensboro, N.C. Photo courtesy of the Rev. Matt Smith. 

 

Foundation grants and donations from churches and individuals fund 
the organization. 

“The great thing about what we do, it’s tangible,” Binger said. “You can 
see the truck coming to the church parking lot and know you’ve 
distributed 120,000 servings of produce to your community. … You can 

touch and see and know the impact that you’ve had right around you. 

The Rev. Matt Smith, pastor of Faith United Methodist Church in Indian Trail, worked at the Society of St. 
Andrew as a volunteer and then as a part-timer after college. When he arrived as pastor at Faith United in 
July, one of his first actions was to get the church involved with the organization.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

“A congregation comes together and you bag 40,000 pounds of 
potatoes. A lot of things that you do in service, there’s not such a 
dramatic and noticeable impact. I just think it’s a great thing to get 
the congregation involved, and invite people from the community to 
take part,” Smith said.  

 Former NFL center Jason Brown sits on the back of a flatbed truck 
full of corn with his children (from left) Judah, Jason, Olivia, Noah and Tre. 
First Fruits Farm, Browns’ farm in Louisburg, N.C., donates a portion of its 

harvest to the Society of St. Andrew. Photo courtesy of the Browns. 

 
First Fruits Farm was founded by former NFL center Jason Brown 
in 2013, after he ditched the career that made him a millionaire. He 
played seven seasons for the Baltimore Ravens and St. Louis 
Rams before walking away at the age of 29 from lucrative offers to 
continue playing. 

“Most rooms I walked through, my pride tells me that ‘Hey, you’re one of the smartest guys in the room, and 
you’re definitely the strongest guy in the room,’” Brown said. 

The 2003 death of his older brother, Lunsford Bernard Brown II, while serving in the U.S. Army in Iraq 
weighed on his mind. He woke up in his mansion on his 27th birthday – his brother was 27 when he died – 
walked into the bathroom, “looked in the mirror, wiped the crust from my eyes and all I saw was just a huge 
disappointment.” 

In 2012, Jason and wife, Tay, packed up their family and moved back to North Carolina, buying the land that 
became First Fruits Farm. Unlike other farms that donate excess food to the hungry, First Fruits donates 
almost all of its harvest every year. Donations and rental income from an event hall help to pay the bills. 

Volunteers help maintain and gather the bounty. First Fruits Farm estimates it has provided more than 1.6 
million servings of fresh produce since 2014. Crops include sweet corn, potatoes, snap beans, cabbage, 
pumpkins, tomatoes and peppers.  

Volunteers, including a group from DPR Construction, “toss” watermelons 
to get them from the field to the wagon at Barbee Farms in North Carolina. 
Photo courtesy of the Rev. Michael Binger, North Carolina regional director 
of the Society of St. Andrew. 

 

The Society of St. Andrew helps move some of First Fruits Farm’s 
products to distributors. That’s where volunteers like the “Old Farts 
with Trucks” come in. 

“Well, Michael Binger (the North Carolina regional director for 
Society of St. Andrew) is the son-in-law of Charlie Hatch, who’s my 

very best friend,” said Copeland, an 84-year-old retired professor of marine science and oceanography. 
“Michael, I’m on his speed dial, I think.” 

Copeland, who attends Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church in Pittsboro, North Carolina, recruited 
several fellow Rotary Club members to help. 

They solve the problem of transporting the food. 

“That’s where I come in. I can do that. I’m not into going out into the field 
any more. I’m a little too old for that, so I can drive my truck and haul,” 
Copeland said.  

B.J. Copeland uses a tractor to load potatoes in the parking lot of Pleasant Hill 
United Methodist Church in Pittsboro, N.C., this past summer. Copeland 

recruited several fellow Rotary Club members to help with the challenge of 
transporting the produce. Photo courtesy of B.J. Copeland 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
Some of the potatoes from First Fruits Farm were taken to Mill Grove United Methodist Church in Indian Trail, 
North Carolina. 

“We made potato soup,” said Alisa Pitera, a member and volunteer at Mill Grove. “They were 10-pound bags, 
and we used about 40 pounds and made a ton of potato soup.” 

The church is now averaging 190 dinners given away each Wednesday, up from 50 before COVID-19. 

“We have a lot of communities around here that are very hard-working communities with large families, 
probably multi-families living in small trailers or something,” Pitera said. “We’re just reaching them. We’re 
starting to see more people coming through, some who don’t necessarily speak English. But word is getting 
out.” 

Lindsey Whitley is also a member of Mill Grove. Once a week, she picks up meals for her family at the church, 
along with some for a neighboring family. 

Whitley and her husband, Chris, have four children, ages 11 and 8 and 4-year-old twins. She said the family is 
not poverty stricken, but welcomes the weekly meal. 

“We’re kind of on the lower end of the totem pole, but we’re fine,” she said. “We have our own house. I work 
less (as a nurse) so I can be home with the kids, so we don’t have as much money as we would otherwise. … 
It helps me out tremendously, especially during the quarantine because the kids are all home, so there are a 
lot more meals that I was preparing every day. To have one less meal to prepare is just a huge blessing.” 

Binger said his ministry getting food to people who need it is rewarding. 

“I get to see everybody at their absolute best, when I know that God is working through them and shining 
through them. 

“The farmers are at their most generous. The volunteers are at their happiest and most giving. I get our 
donors at their sacred place. I get the agencies at their most grateful. At every step along the way, there is the 
joy of God in what we do.” 

 Chris (left) and Lindsey Whitley and their 
children get a meal once a week from 

their church, Mill Grove United Methodist 
Church in Indian Trail, N.C. Photo 

courtesy of Lindsey Whitley.  

 

Three young gleaners from Dilworth 
United Methodist Church hold buckets of 
fresh-picked blueberries at Raceway 
Berry Farm in Lincoln County, N.C. The 
Society of St. Andrew, which receives 

produce from Raceway and other farms, helps get food to needy citizens. Photo courtesy 
of the Rev. Michael Binger, North Carolina regional director of the Society of St. Andrew.. 

 
Patterson is a United Methodist News reporter in Nashville, Tennessee. Contact him at 615-742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org. 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come." 2 Corinthians 5:17 

" For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11 

“He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, 
for these words are trustworthy and true.”  Revelation 21:5 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:18-19 
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Connected is a publication of the New Eng- 
land Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. This monthly insert is designed put 
Conference news into the hands of our 
local church members. Find more at 
 www.neumc.org 

 
 

 

Take CCORR’s anti-racism training 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the anti-racism training session in the former Vermont District in 2019 

 

The Conference Commission on Religion 
and Race (CCORR) is finishing up the 
2016-2019 quadrennial anti-racism 
training that was conducted in each 
district using the study guide offered 
through the General Commission on 
Religion and Race. www.gcorr.org 

 

This training is REQUIRED for clergy. 
Laity are also invited to participate. 

 

There are two online sessions available: 

• 9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021 — 
This is the rescheduled session for 
the former RISEM District, which 
was cancelled due to the pandemic. 

 

• 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021 — 
This is the FINAL make-up session 
for this training. 

 

Use the link below to register for either 
session. The log in information will be 
emailed to registrants. 

 

 
FIND THE REGISTRATION FORM UNDER THE EVENT ON OUR CALENDAR 

  www.neumc.org/events  
 

Coming up: Ministry Exploration Summit — 2 

@ 

COVID-19 resurgence 

calls for vigilance 
The Conference guidelinesprovide 

sound protocols for responding to COVID- 
19, but when areas are facing an increased 
number of cases, the Maine CDC offers 
some additional guidance: 
• The recommendations of 6 feet of 

separation and no more than 15 
minutes of close contact are guide- 
lines, not a guarantee that there will 
be no spread of the virus . If you are 
meeting for worship in a closed room 
(no open windows or doors), the virus 
can spread. 

• It is crucial to screen people at the 
door. Screening should include re- 
viewing specific symptoms (find those 
on the CDC website), not simply asking 
“Have you had any symptoms?” 
Maine CDC investigators are finding 
someone will say "no" to the general 
question, but when asked specifically 
about a symptom — such as have you 
felt tired, had a sore throat, or a head- 
ache, they will realize and 
acknowledge that they do have symp- 
toms. 

• It is VERY important to have a regis- 
tration procedure in order to do 
proper contact tracing. This ensures 
that everyone who has been in close 
contact with a person/s who have 
tested positive can be told in a timely 
way to isolate/quarantine, so the virus 
does not spread further. 
You can find the guidelines and more 
at www.neumc.org/virus-reentry . 
This information includes a section on 
what to do if someone in the congre- 
gation tests positive for COVID-19. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

2 

Explore your call to ministry 

Ministry Exploration Summit 2021 
The summit is a gathering of folks in the early stages of candidacy 
or discernment as well as experienced Clergy and Laypersons from 
the different ministry paths. 

 

Anyone interested in lay, licensed or ordained ministry is wel- 
comed and encouraged to join one of these events. 

 

Participation in a Summit is required to becomea Certified Candi- 
date or a Certified Lay Minister. Participation in a summit fulfills 
the "Orientation to Ministry" requirement. 

 

Summits are usually offered twice a year (January and August). 
 

 

 
If you are just beginning to explore your call to ministry, plan to 
join a New England Conference Ministry Exploration Summit. 

Ministry Exploration Summit Facts 
Next Summit Dates: January 30 and January 31, 2021 
Next Summit Location: Online Registration Deadline: January 10 

 

 https://www.neumc.org/BOMeducationtrainingandretreats 
 

 

 
We are all family. When we walk past our neighbor who is hid- 
ing in plain sight, we limit the gifts and graces that our sisters 

and brothers in Christ bring to the table. We limit 
the experiences, the voices and the beloved com- 
munity that take place through mutual sharing of 
gifts. With a special offering celebrating Human 
Relations Day, we join with United Methodists 
around the world, remembering that the size of 
the table of divine love is unlimited. 

 

Across the United Methodist connection we come 
together to help bridge the gap between church 
and community by participating in an offering set 
aside for Human Relations Day. For more than half 
a century, United Methodists have observed this 
churchwide special Sunday in recognition of the 
message Jesus demonstrated during his life: all of 
God’s children are important. 

 

One of the wonderful aspects of The United Meth- 
odist Church is that we can do so much more together than we 
ever could do on our own. On Human Relations Day, we join 
other UMC congregations in a special offering to support 
neighborhood ministries through Community Developers, com- 
munity advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services 
and work with at-risk youth through the Youth Offender Rehabili- 
tation Programs. 

 
 
 
 

 
Get resources to celebrate Human Relations Day at 
 www.resourceumc.org 

 

 

Let’s Connect 
Do you have a story to share? A feature idea? A question to ask? Contact Beth DiCocco, Conference Director of Communications, 

at communicate@neumc.org or (978) 682-8055 ext. 150 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Are you smarter than the average United 
Methodist?  John Wesley Edition 

 
1. John Wesley was born on… 

o June 6, 1698  
o June 17, 1703 
o December 17, 1703 
o July 4, 1776  

2. John Wesley’s parents were… 
o Samuel and Susanna 
o Henry and Anne 
o William and Mary 
o Charles and Diana 

3. At the age of five, John Wesley was rescued from… 
o A well he had fallen into 
o A devastating fire in his home 
o The sea, following a shipwreck 
o A terrible flood 

4. The university John Wesley attended was… 
o Cambridge 
o Harvard 
o Oxford 

5. John Wesley had a famous conversion moment on London’s 
Aldersgate Street. Why was he there? 

o To see a tailor about a new clergy robe 
o To purchase a new saddlebag for circuit riding 
o To hear his father give a sermon 
o To attend a Moravian society meeting   
 

    

6. John Wesley was married. 
o True  
o False 

7. What was the name of the first Methodist chapel John 
Wesley used? 

o The New Room 
o Methodist Central 
o St. George’s 
o Epworth 

8. What did John Wesley call his outline for discipleship? 
o The Wesleyan Quadrilateral 
o The Bermuda Triangle  
o The General Rules 
o The Common Book of Prayer 

9. Wesley wrote a book about health. Which of these was 
one of his tips? 

o Avoid all tobacco products 
o Eat only root vegetables 
o Never cut your hair 
o Go to bed at 9 p.m. and rise at 4 a.m. or 5 a.m. 

10. How old was Wesley when he died? 
o 75 
o 87 
o 94 
o 63 

 
Answers can be found on the next to the last page. 
https://www.umc.org/en 

 
 

Please Pray For… Frontline Workers ~ Those affected by COVID-19 ~ All veteran’s dealing with PTSD, 

addiction, physical injuries ~ John Bentz ~ Karen Miller ~ David ~ Manny Fernandes ~ Brian Higgins ~ Raymond 
Smith ~ Lisa ~ Heidi Bentz ~ Matt ~ Robert Fernandes, Sr. ~ Amelia ~ Mila ~ Jimmy ~ Emily Bentz ~ Amy Bentz ~ 

Jean James ~ Mary ~ Steve & Debbie Bentz ~ Mike & Ellie Pickering ~ Kenny ~ Delores August ~ Steve Robinson ~ 
Angell Rodrigues ~ Joseph Thomas ~ Rev. Julia Doutaz ~ David ~ John Gould ~ Wayne & Jeanine Viera ~ Andrew 
Anguita ~ Mike M. ~ Marge Lavoie ~ Paul ~ Bert Dorrance ~ Rev. Emmalou Kirchmeier ~ Joan Chase ~ Joanne ~  
Jamie & family ~ Kurt ~ Deborah ~ Ginny Melo ~ Sue Dorrance ~ Alex Holt ~ Justin Johnson ~ “Winkie” Chrystie 
~ George Glover ~ Michael Tonry ~ David Springer ~ Family of Jean Chase ~ Teachers, students and staff 



 
 

 
 
 

At 94, he’s ‘Mr. Music of 
United Methodism’ 
By Sam Hodges    

Sep. 21, 2020 | UM News 

 

The Rev. Carlton R. “Sam” Young is, at 94, still composing 
and arranging music. Editor of The Methodist Hymnal (1966) 

and The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), he’s out with a 
new collection of sheet music called “Today I Live: Hymns 

and Songs of Remembrance and Hope.” Photo by Mike 
DuBose, UM News. 

 
Most afternoons, the Rev. Carlton R. “Sam” Young spends a few hours in the upstairs office of the Nashville, 
Tennessee, home he occupies with his wife of 74 years, Marjorie Lindner Young. 

If he has a text to set music to, he makes a double-spaced copy, marks all the accents, then reads the words 
aloud with emphasis. 

“The rhythm comes up from the page and with it, invariably, comes a melody,” Young said. “It just happens. I 
can’t explain it.” 

Within church music, Young has been a big name for more than half a century as a composer, arranger, 
scholar, editor.  

He edited The Methodist Hymnal (1966) and The United Methodist Hymnal (1989). He directed the music for 
nine General Conferences, including the 1968 Uniting Conference that created The United Methodist Church. 

“He’s really been the true Mr. Music of United Methodism,” said the Rev. Don Saliers, theologian-in-residence 
at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. 

And now, at age 94 and despite having multiple myeloma, Young is out with a new collection of sheet music. 

Titled “Today I Live: Hymns and Songs of Remembrance and Hope,” it matches his tunes and arrangements to 
a variety of others’ texts, with mortality the unifying theme. 

In an upstairs office at his Nashville, Tenn., home, the 
Rev. Carlton R. “Sam” Young sets hymn texts to music, 
marking the accents as a first step. He and the Rev. Don 
Saliers have been collaborating on an All Saints’ Day 
hymn. Photos courtesy of Sam Young. 

 

Young didn’t plan to publish during a pandemic. But 
he hopes “Today I Live” will provide new, fitting 
music for memorial services caused or delayed by 
COVID-19. 

“It has meaning that I did not and could not have 
ever anticipated,” he said of the collection. 

Fans like the Rev. Michael Hawn — professor emeritus of church music at Perkins School of Theology — think 
“Today I Live” is sure to enhance Young’s standing as a denominational treasure. 

“It’s not distinctive because he’s an old guy who’s done a book,” Hawn said. “He’s still at the top of his game.” 

Young was born on April 25, 1926, in Hamilton, Ohio. A large baby, he was nicknamed “Samson,” which 
became “Sammy” and finally “Sam.” 

 



 
 

 

 

His father was a pastor who would hold a top post at the Methodist Publishing House. But Young’s mother died 
when he was 1 year old, and he was mainly raised by grandparents. 

Piano lessons started early, and he learned other instruments on into high school. For inspiration, he had an 
uncle, Min Leibrook, who played in the Paul Whiteman Orchestra and with the legendary jazz trumpeter Bix 
Beiderbecke. 

Young would later draw on jazz for church music compositions and arrangements, flattening certain notes and 
adding augmented chords. 

“That’s almost my signature — to incorporate, subtly, little jazz figures,” he said. 

Young enlisted in the Air Force during World War II and was training stateside as a B-29 gunner when the war 
ended. He used the GI Bill to earn a music education degree from the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music, playing string bass in jazz combos on the side.  

Then came Boston University School of Theology, where he studied to become an ordained Methodist elder. 
But he knew he would be a church musician, having been challenged by a pastor back in Ohio. 

“He said, ‘The music of the church is not theologically informed. It’s performance. It makes sounds, but it 
doesn’t relate to preaching and it doesn’t relate to the liturgical year. You can do something about that,’” Young 
recalled. 

After seminary, Young served local churches as music minister and began to write church music. In 1959, he 
became music editor of the Methodist Publishing House.  

Through the decades, he has composed or arranged more than 200 choral and organ pieces. He also has 
written dozens of tunes for hymn texts, including such enduringly popular numbers such as “This Is a Day of 
New Beginnings” and “Star-Child.”  

“As a composer, Sam is magical,” said Mary Louise Bringle, a Brevard College professor and hymn text writer 
who collaborated with Young on a piece in the new collection. “Working with the same notes and scales as 
anyone else, he manages time and time again to craft melodies that are simple enough for a very amateur 
pianist to play, yet rich with unexpected harmonies or rhythms.” 

Young had long teaching stints at Perkins and Candler. He led the United Methodist Youth Chorale on 
international concert tours and became a prolific writer and editor of prose works about church music. 

But among United Methodists, he’s best known as editor of The Methodist Hymnal and The United Methodist 
Hymnal. The latter — still in print and in use — has sold than 4.7 million copies and probably ranks as the best-
selling Methodist volume of all time, said Neil Alexander, president and publisher emeritus of the United 
Methodist Publishing House. 

During the 1980s, Young and the hymnal revision committee made headlines and even network TV news as 
they struggled over proposed gender-related changes in hymn texts and whether to keep “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers!” and other hymns grounded in military metaphors. 

Some 13,000 highly opinionated letters poured in, and Young got a threatening phone call at home. Annual 
conference gatherings bogged down in hymn selection debates.   

There were compromises. “Onward, Christian Soldiers!” was out, then got brought back in. 

But Young led the committee and ultimately the 1988 General Conference to approve a hymnal that broke 
considerable ground by incorporating spirituals, contemporary gospel, sacred jazz (by Duke Ellington) and 
Hispanic hymns — as well as lots of Fanny J. Crosby and Charles Wesley. 

“Sam had the vision for a diverse hymnal, and he was politically astute,” said Mary Brooke Casad, who served 
on the committee. 

Hawn believes Young was in fact uniquely qualified to edit a hymnal that’s not only diverse but also rich in 
liturgy, Psalm settings and written prayers. 

“He had the theological cachet, the publishing experience, the compositional experience, the knowledge of 
music and music history — all of these things in one person,” Hawn said. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

The United Methodist Hymnal, edited by the Rev. Carlton R. “Sam” Young, came 
out in 1989 and remains in print and in use. It has sold nearly 4.8 million copies. 
Photo by Kathleen Barry, United Methodist Communications. 
 

Young retired from full-time, salaried work in 1991, but almost immediately 
began writing a 939-page “Companion to The United Methodist Hymnal,” 
providing background on the hymns and composers. He served for many 
years as music consultant to the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries, had visiting teaching assignments in Taiwan and Malaysia and at 
Africa University, and edited a broad range of ecumenical songbooks. 

As the decades passed, Young kept writing music. On his 90th birthday, he 
decided to give himself a present by composing a tune for a text he loved 

by the late Fred Kaan. It begins, “Today I live, but once shall come my death.” 

Hymn tunes get their own names, and Young called this one “Memento Mori” — Latin for “remember you must 
die.” 

Young thinks the church needs to speak more often and more directly to the mystery and inevitability of death. 

“We’re swimming upstream in an American civilization that simply doesn’t want to deal with this,” he said. 

Young began to conceive of a collection of songs that would work for memorial services and funerals, but also 
in worship services where death is the sermon subject. And it would, cumulatively, carry the message summed 
up in Psalm 90:12 — “So teach us to count our days, that we may gain a wise heart.” 

Chicago-based GIA Publications had brought out one collection by Young, pairing his tunes to words by the 
celebrated hymn text writer Shirley Erena Murray of New Zealand. The firm agreed to publish the new 
collection. 

“This was another chance for us to partner with one of the most important American church musicians of the 
past 75 years,” said Michael Silhavy, senior project editor. 

Work on the collection overlapped with Young’s dealing with multiple myeloma — a form of blood cancer. The 
treatments rob him of energy, but he says he found purpose in writing music for and assembling the “Today I 
Live” collection. 

It includes 25 pieces, about half of them with music composed or arranged by Young in his 90s. Text authors 
range from Charles Wesley to contemporary figures such as Murray, Bringle, Ruth Duck, Delores Dufner and 
Brian Wren. 

There are settings of Native American meditations on death, and one from the Book of Common Prayer. Tune 
styles vary as well, and Young even provides a new arrangement to “O When the Saints Go Marching In.” 

“Today I Live” seems to speak to the COVID-19 pandemic in hymn after hymn, including Duck and Young’s 
“Sing of the Ones Who Died Too Soon” and Murray and Young’s “Lord, Turn My Grieving Into Grace.” 

Young noted that the July 18 death of his 90-year-old sister Joyce Cornett owed to COVID-19 and underlying 
conditions. 

“The (song) book has taken on more poignancy,” he said. 

For Saliers, the Candler theologian-in-residence, Young has provided the church a resource for the pandemic 
and beyond. 

“This latest collection is a gift out of his sense of mortality and how music is so crucial to our spiritual life,” 
Saliers said. 

A gift, but not a farewell. Saliers is writing the words and Young the music for a new hymn. 

They’ve done four drafts so far and Young is confident it will be ready for its scheduled debut — on All Saints 
Day. 

Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News. Contact him at 615-742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Quiz Answers 
1. Wesley was born on June 17, 1703, while England was using the Julian calendar. England adopted the Gregorian calendar in  
  1752 and Wesley's birth date became June 28. 
2. Samuel and Susanna. John was #15 of their 19 offspring. 
3. Wesley was dramatically rescued from a fire at his home in the rectory at Epworth. His mother referred to him as “a brand 
    plucked out of the burning” – a biblical reference to someone God saved for a special purpose. 
4. Wesley entered Christ Church, Oxford in June, 1720. In 1724, he graduated as a Bachelor of Arts and decided to pursue a 
    Master of Arts degree. For 15 years he was at Oxford as either a student or faculty member. 
5. Friends convinced the disheartened Wesley to attend a Moravian society meeting on Aldersgate Street in London on May 
    24, 1738. 
6. In February, 1751, John Wesley married Mary (Molly) Vazeille, the widow of a London Merchant, in a private ceremony.  
    Unfortunately, their marriage was rocky almost from the start. 
7. “The New Room,” was used by John and Charles Wesley, and others, as a meeting and preaching place, and a center for 
     educating people in need. Wesley and other preachers stayed in rooms above the chapel. Built in 1739, it is located in  
     Bristol, England. 
8. Wesley described the plan of discipleship in what he called The General Rules. As Christians, we are to (1) do no harm; (2) do 
     good to all people; and (3) attend upon all the ordinances of God. 
9. Wesley advised going to bed at 9 p.m. and rising at 4 a.m. or 5 a.m. 
10. Wesley was 87 when he died on March 2, 1791, at his own house in London. 
 



 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 


